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SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article 27 - Crimes and Punishments
35A.

The General Assembly hereby declares as its legislative
intent and purpose the protection of children who have been the
subject of abuse by mandating the reporting of suspected abuse,
by extending immunity to those who report in good faith, by
regquiring prompt investigations of such reports and by causing
immediate, cooperative efforts by <the responsible agencies on
behalf of such children.

-ft-(i) (1) Based on their findings, the local department of
social services shall render the appropriate service in the best
interests of the <child, including, when indicated, petitioning
the juvenile court in Dbehalf of +the child for the added
protection to the child which either commitment or custody would
provide. [ The local State's attorney and other appropriate law
enforcement agencies having jurisdiction shall take such lawful
action as may be appropriate in the circumstances. ]
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