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SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That section(s) of the Annotated Code of Marylan
read(s) as follows: :

Article 27 ~ Crimes and Punishments

2A.

(a) As used in this section, "lawful custodian" ‘means
a person authorized, either alone or together with. another
person or persons, to have custody and exercise control over
a c¢hild 1less than 12 years of age at the time and place of
an _act to which any provision of this section is, or may be
alleged to Dbe, applicable. The term shall include any
person so authorized: .

i}) By an order of . a court of competent
jurisdiction of this State. .

- (2) By an order of a court of competent
jurisdiction of another state, territory, or the District of
Columbia. However, when there has been a designation of a
lawful custodian by an order of a court of this State and
there appears to be a conflict between that order and a
custody order issued by the court of another state or
jurisdiction qualifving some other person as - the custodian
of the child, the "lawful custodian" is the person appointed
by order of a court of this State unless the order of the
other state or jurisdiction:

(i) 1Is later in date than the order of a
court of this State; and

(ii) Was issued in proceedings in which
the person appointed by a custody order of a court of this
State either consented to the custody order entered by the
court of the other state or jurisdiction, or participated
therein personally as a party. )

(b) As wused 1in this section, "relative" means a
parent, other ancestor, brother, sister, uncle, or aunt, or
one who has at some prior time been a lawful custodian.

(c) (1) A relative, who is aware that another person
is ‘a lawful custodian of a child, may not:

¢33 (I) Abduct, take, or carry away a child
under 12 vyears of age from the lawful custodian TO ANOTHER
PLACE WITHIN THIS STATE; -




