4904 LAWS OF MARYLAND Ch. 812

(1978 Volume and 1981 Supplement)

Preamble

WHEREAS, The General Assembly in its 1979 Session
determined that public accessibility to documents produced
by governmental bodies must be improved; and

WHEREAS, Resolution 19 was approved on May 1, 1979,
urging the Governor to establish a Task Force to study this
matter; and

WHEREAS, The Governor's Task Force on Documents in its
October 1981 Report has found existing practices for the
identification, collection, distribution, and retention of
State documents to be woefully inadequate; and

WHEREAS, The Task Force has developed recommendations
in the form of draft legislation for the establishment of a
basic system designed to improve the public's access to
State documents; now, therefore,

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That section(s) of the Annotated Code of Maryland
read(s) as follows:

Article 40 - General Assembly
53-

{ ¢d3}--Eaeh-Stnte-ageney-or-official-~ghaii~--previde--teo
the--Bepartment--ef-~begistative--Referenee-~a-~tigk--sf~att
reperts-and~pubiientions-issued-by-~them--which--are--ecithewr
reguired-~by~-taw~er-intended-by-them-for-digtribution-te—-£the
Senerai-Aggenbiy- ~The-Department-shati-compite~and--maintain
ge=~tigt~mpf-=-ati--thege~-reports~-and-pubtications~and~-shaitl
peritedicatiy-forward-thegse-~1igts--te--the--members--gf--the
General-~Agssembly--for--the--purpese~~of--£furnishing-~-them-a
referenece-gouree-£frem~whieh-they~--may--request~-repeorEs-~and
pubiieations~-frem--the-Bepartment-ef-hegigstative-Reference
tn-pddzrtionr~the-Bepartmnent~shatt-preserves--eatatogues—-and
inden-~ati--reperts-and-pubitientions~-fited-with-er-submitted
gte--the--DBepartment--py~-the-~various--Late--ageneies~--and
effieitnig--in-compiianee-with-either-the-reguirement-of-§-53
of-thig-arfitete-or-the--reguirenents--ef--numereug-~gectiens
elsewhere--in-the-Codesr-and-may-seleets-preservey-enkategues
gRd--inder--other--reportgs-~-prd-~-publiicationg~~--it~~~decnms
necessarys b

{By~~FHE~-BEPARTMENT --0F -~-LECISEATIVE-~-REFERENCE-~SHARE
PROVIBE-A-EiST-OF-AREL-SFATE-PYBLICATFIONS-AS-SETF-FORTH-#N~FHE
EBBEATION-ARTICEE;-§--28~288 ¢{B3} ¢3}--ANB~--EHARE~-PERIGBZEAREY
FORWARD--~fHE-EIEF-To-THE~MEMBERS~0F-THE-SENERAL-ASSEMBEY~FOR
THE-PURPOSE-SF-FURNEIEHING~-~A--REFERENCE-~S0UREE~~FROM- -WHICH



