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(a) The Board of County Commissioners of Washington
County may acquire by purchase, gift, or condemnation any
real, personal, or leasehold property, or any interest
therein, that is needed in the acquisition, construction, or
maintenance of railroad lines in the county.

(b) Before any railroad 1line 1is  acguired or
constructed and before any real, personal, or leasehold
property interest is acquired for the purposes of the
railroad line, the Board of County Commissioners shall:

(1) Determine, as evidenced by its resolution
duly passed, that the railroad line will contribute to the
preservation and attraction of [the railroad] industry to
the county and will promote economic growth in the county;
and

(2) Advertise and hold a public hearing on the
acquisition and construction of the railroad 1line in the
same manner the board is required to advertise and hold a
public hearing on the purchase of real property for any
other public purpose.

(c) In the event that the State of Maryland through
any of its departments or agencies determines to build or
acquire any such railroad line in Washington County, the
Board of County Commissioners may contribute from the
general funds of the county such portion of the whole cost
of such line as it may determine to be reasonable and
proper, before any general funds of the county are expended
for any of such purposes. The Board of County Commissioners
shall adopt the resolution and hold the public hearing as
provided in paragraph (b)(2) of this section.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act
shall take effect July 1, 1981.
Approved May 12, 1981.
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