3274 LAWS OF MARYLAND Ch. 887

vielenee;-granting-certain--equitabte--jurisdietion--te
the--Pigtriet--Court--and--te~-the-€ireuit-Court-of-this
Statesr-previding-for-maintenance-of--eentral--registers
of~---the---eourt--orders+--and--generatiy--retating--te
proecedures-in-cases-of--demestie--vioetenee dJdesignatin

certain conduct between household members as "abusé";
providing that a household member may file a petition
in_a court alleging abuse by another household member;
providing for an ex parte 1njunction to provide
protection from abuse; providing for a subsequent
hearing; providing that the court may grant certain
relief; providing certain penalties and remedies; and
specifying certain procedural aspects related to these

proceedings.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,

Article - Courts and Judicial Proceedings
Section 4-402(a)

Annotated Code of Maryland

(1974 Volume and 1979 Supplement)

BY adding to

Article - Courts and Judicial Proceedings

Section 4-404, 4-501 through 4-53%6 4-506, inclusive, to
be under the new subtitle "sSubtitle 5.
Protection from Domestic Violence';---and
6-203¢£3

Annotated Code of Maryland

(1974 Volume and 1979 Supplement)

Preampie

WHEREAS r--FThe--Gereral--Assembly--£inds--that--physieal
vielenee-inflieted--by--peopie--against--their--gpouses--and
heuseheld-members-is-prevatent-at-ati-itevels-ef-seeietysr-and

WHEREAS7---Not--enity--are--these--intrafamily-~assaulés
physieally-injurieus-to-the--vietimy--but--the--relianee--on
vielenee--as-a-means-ef-reselving-demestie-disputes-produees
marital-disharmeny--and--premetes-—an--emotienat--atmesphere
eendueive-to-unhealthy~ehildhood-deveiopments-and

WHEREAS7--Fhe--remedies--availablie--to-the-vietim-ef-an
intrafamnily-assault-need-to-be-expanded-to-inetude--a--eivii
remedy--previding--immediate--and-effegtive-proteetionsr~nevr
thereforer

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That section(s) of the Annotated Code of Maryland
be repealed, amended, or enacted to read as follows:

Article - Courts and Judicial Proceedings




