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(a) The Secretary, with the assistance and advice of
the Commissioner and a-leeal-eerreetionai-xepresentative THE
COMMUNITY ADVISORY BOARD from each county, shall develop and
adopt minimum State standards for centers. These standards
shall include criteria and guidelines for:

(1) The siting of the centers;

. (2) The physical characteristics of the centers,
including design and layout;

(3) Programs and staffing;

(4) Screening procedures with respect to
pPlacements in the centers;

(5) Accounting, reporting, and accountability;
and

(6) General program and management operations.

(b) These standards shall be deemed to be rules and
regulatlons, and the Secretary shall comply with the
Administrative Procedure Act, the State Documents Law, and
other applicable laws in thelr development ard--adeptien,
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ta)--if-the~-Seeretary--determines--and--eertifies--that
there--is--a--present--need--for--a--eenter--in--a-county-er
mu}tieeunty-regtenr-the-eeunty-er--eeunttes--tn--the--regien
shal}—-premptly-inaugurate-and-pursue—appreprtate-preeedures
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shail--eeeperate--with--and-assist-the-eounty-or-geuntiea-in
the-gelection-ef-a-site-whieh-will-be--gensistent~-with--the
standards--adepted--pursuant--to--§--709--Befere-gselegting-a
siter-the-gounty-governing-bedy--shall--hold--at--teasgt--one
publie--hearing-in-the-ecounty-in-which-one-exr-mere~sites-are
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