1070 LAWS OF MARYLAND Ch. 354
AN ACT concerning

Deaf and Hearing Impaired Persons - Interpreters -
Hearings and-Publie-Gatherings

FOR the purpose of autherizing-the-Seeretary-of-Health-and
Mentat-Hygiene--te-~-previde,--upon--regquest, --guatified
interpreters-to-assist-deaf-persens-at-eertarn-hearings
and--pubtie-gatherings+-aliowing-seleetion-of-guatified
interpreters-£from-certairn~-directories+-and-atlewing-the
Seeretary-to-maintain--a--separate--tist--of--guatified
interpreters---frem---whieh--seleetions--may--be--nade~
requiring State departments, agencies, and the Maryland
General Assembly in certain instances to provide, upon
request, interpreters to assist deaf persons at certain

hearings.
BY adding to

Article 30 - Deaf, Mute or Blind

Section 2

Annotated Code of Maryland

(1976 Replacement Volume and 1978 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That section(s) of the Annotated Code of Maryland
be repealed, amended, or enacted to read as follows:

Article 30 - Deaf, Mute or Blind

AT ANY PUBLIC MEEF¥iN6-6R HEARING CONDUCTED BY ANY STATE
DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY OR BY THE MARYLAND GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
FHE-SECREFAR¥-OF-HEARFH-AND-MENFAL~--H¥GIENE~-SHARR~~PROVEBET
BPRON--24-HOUR-NO6T1E€E+~A-QUARIFIEB-INFERPREFER~-FO-AE65F-BEAF
PERSONS~--FTHE-SECEREFARY -OF -HEARFH-~ANB -~ -MENFAR--H¥S+ENE--MA¥
€ONSULEF---FHE---PIRECTOR¥-~~0F---INFERPREFERS~--FOR~-~-MANUAR
€OMMUN+EATION-OR-ORAL-FINFERPREFATION-WHEEH~5-MATNFATNED--B¥
FHE-~-COURFS--0F -~-FHIS --5FAFE~-F¥6-~-AS6$5F-~DEAF-PERSONS -~ -FHE
SECREFTAR¥-MA¥-ABSO-MAINFAIN-A--SEPARAFE~-LI6F--6F~--QUARTFIED
INFERPREFERS~~-FROM--WHIEH~--SEREETONS - -MA¥ ~--BE~-~-MABE THE
GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY INVOLVED, UPON 5 DAYS' WRITTEN NOTICE
AND TO THE EXTENT FEASIBLE AND POSSIBLE, SHALL PROVIDE A
QUALIFIED INTERPRETER TO ASSIST DEAF PERSONS TO UNDERSTAND
THE PROCEEDING. WHETHER THE PROVISION OF AN INTERPRETER IS
FEASIBLE SHALL BE DETERMINED, 1IN EACH INSTANCE, BY THE
GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY INVOLVED BASED UPON THE NATURE OF THE
HEARING AND THE NUMBER OF DEAF PERSONS MAKING THE REQUEST.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act
shall take effect July 1, 1979.

Approved May 14, 1979.



