2268 LAWS OF MARYLAND Ch. 778

FOR~LEFENSE-OF CLATHS-AS—UBLE—AS——CONPENSATION-—FOR—DANAGES
AND —THE-CCHMUISSICN-HAYH—WITHIN-THE-LINIES—OF-APPROBRIATIONS
OF-THE-FUNDEB—INSURANCE-—PROGRAM,——ENGACE~HEGESSARY-—GLAINS
ENVESEICATORS——ANE—ABILSFORS—AND-PROVIDE-FOR-THE-DEFENSE—AND
SEFTLENENT-OF-CLATES - ANE-PAYNENE-OF-LANFEL-JUDGHENTESY

<5} FHE-COMNISSICN-MAY-COOPERATE-HITH-AND-ENTER——INEG
AGREEHENTS—-NITH--MCNTCONERY-COUNTY-OR-PRINCE-GEORGCELS—COUNTY S
OR——ECIHy——FOR—IHE——FUFPOSE—OF —CRTAINING—AND——PROVIDING
CGHRREHENSIVE-INSURANCE-~COVERAGE—IN—THE —HOST--ECONOHICAL
UANNER—FEB—HAJOR——T¥PES—OFINSURANCE-PROTECTION I NCLUBINGy
BEE-NET-LINITED—T04y— FUBEI6—ETABILITY——GROUP—HEALTHy—LIEES
HOSRITALIZATECHN——AND-BISABILITY,—REALAND-—RERSONAL—PROPBERTYS
AND—RORRERLS—ECOHPENSATIEN-——PROVIDEL - HOWEVER,—THAT——NOTHENG
HEREIN——SHALL—AUTHORIZE——SELF-INSURANCE—FOR——GROUP-HEALTH,
LIEEy-AND-HOSPETALIZATICN-TASURANCES

(3) THE _COMMISSION SHALL FESTABLISH AN ADEQUATE
CCMPEEHENSIVE INSUKANCE FROGRAM:

{1 IO CCMEENSATE FOR INJURY TO OR DEATH OF
PERSONS OR L[AMAGE TC PRCPERTY, RESULTING FROM NEGLIGENCE,
MALPRACTIICE OF ANY OTEEF TYEE OF CIVIL CR TORTIOUS ACTION OF
TEE CCMMISSICN, OR OF X1S_MEMBEBRS, STAFF, FMPLOYEES, AND
AGENTS ACTING WITHIN THE SCOPE OF THEIR DUTIES, ACTING
WITHOUT MAIICE, AND IN THE ABSENCE OF GROSS NEGLIGENCE; _AND

{2) T0_PEOVIDE PROTECTION FCR PROPERTY OF THE
COMMISSICN AND FOR OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES ACTING WITHIN THE
SCOPE__CF THEIR - DUTIES, INCLUDING A COMPREHENSIVE WORKERS'®
CCMPENSATICN FROGRAM. THE COMMISSION MAY PURCHASE SUCH
OTHER _ITABILITY INSURANCE AS IT DEEMS NECESSARY.

{B) THE CCMMISSICN MAY ESTABLISH A PROGRAM OF GROUP
HEALTH, LIFE, HOSPITALIZATION AND DISABILITY INSOURANCE BY
THE PURCHASE CF _INSURANCE COVERAGE FROM INSURANCE COMPANIES
AUTHCEIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THE STATE OF MARYLAND.

(C) ALL _OF THE INSURANCE PROGRAM REQUIRED UNDER
SUBSECTICN _{3) AND CKLY THE DISABILITY INSURANCE PORTION
AUTHOKIZED UNPER SUBSECTION (B) MAY BE EROVIDED:

(1) BY THE PURCHASE OF INSURANCE COVERAGE FROM
INSURANCE COMPANIES AUTHORIZED TO DC BUSINESS IN THE STATE
OF MARYLAND;

{2) BY A SELF—INSURANCE PRCGRAM; OR

{3) BY A COMBINATION OF PURCHASED INSURANCE
COVEBAGE AND SELF—-INSURANCE. IF A SELF—-INSURANCE PROGRAM IS
ESTABLISHED AND FUNDEL TO COVER ALL OR PART OF THE INSURANCE
REQUIRED FOR_THE COMPREFENSIVE PROGRAM, THE COMMISSION SHALL
ALOPT REGULAIICNS FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF SUCH A_PROGRAM,
AND THE FUNDING OF THE PROGRAM SHALL BE A BUDGET _ITENM.
WHATEVER _INSURANCE PRCGRAM IS ESTABLISHED SHALL PROVIDE FOR
DEFENSE OF CLAIMS AS WELL AS COMPENSATION FOR DAMAGES _AND
THE _COMMISSION MAY, WITHIN THE LIMITS OF APPROPRIATIONS OF
THE INSURANCE PROGRAM, FNGAGE NECESSARY CLAIMS INVESTIGATORS




