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SENILITY, OTHER MENTAL WEAKNESS, <[ISEASE, HAEBITUAL
DRUNKENNES5, OR ADDICTION TO DRUGS, AND 1HAT NO LESS
RESTRICTIVE FORM OF INTERVENTION IS AVAILAEBLE WHICH IS
CCNSISTENT WITH THE PERSCN'S WELFARE AND SAFETY.

{C) EROCEDURES AND VENUE IN THESE CASES SHALL BE
AS DESCRIBEL BY CHAPTER 1100, SUBTITLE R OF THE MARYLAND
IULES.

{L) UNLESS THE ALLEGED DISABLED FERSON HAS CCUNSEL
CF HIS OWN CHOICE, THE COURT SHALL APPCINT AN ATICRNEY TO
REPRESENT dIM 1IN THE ERCCEEDING. IF THE PERSON IS
INDIGENT, I[HE STATE SHALL PAY A REASCNABLE ATTOFNEY'S
FEE.

(E) THE PERSON ALLEGED TO BE DISABLEL IS ENTITLED
TGO BE PRESENT AT THE HEARING UNLESE HE HAS KXCWINGLY AND
VOLUNTARILY WAIVED THE RIGHT TO BE FRESENT OR <CANNOT BE
PRESENT BECAUSE OF PHYSICAL OR MENTAL INCAPACITY. WAIVER
OR INCAPACLTY HAY NOT BE PRESUMED FFOM NGNAFPEARANCE BUT
SHALL BE DETERMINED ON THE BASIS OF FACTUAL INFCRMATION
SUPPLIED TIO THE COURT BY COUNSEL CF A FEPRESENTATIVE
AEPOINTED EY THE COURT. THE PERSCN AILEGED TO BE
DISABLED IS ALSO ENTITLED TC PFESENT EVILENCE AND TO
CROSS—EXAMINE WITNESSES. THE ISSUE MAY BE DETERMINED AT
A CLOSED HEARING WITHOUT A JURY IF THE PERSON ALLEGED TO
BE DISAELED OR HIS COUNSEL SO REQUESTIS AND ALL HEARINGS
HEREIN SHALL BE CONFIDENTIAL AND SEALEL UNLESS OTHERWISE
CECERED BY A COUORT OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION FCR GOOD
CAUSE SHOWN.

¥} I HE-PERSON-ALLECED —FO——BE—BISABLED—HAS—THE
RIGHEy— AT -—HIS—OWN—EXPENS E—CRy—FF—INEICENT)— AT FHI-EXPENSE
OF—RHE—— BT AT Ey—E0—SECHRE—AN— EINEEFENDENEI—-MEEICAL—AHD
PSYCHOBOGICAL—EXANINATICN—RELEVANTI —F6—FEE--ISSUE——OF
BISABILIP¥y—AND——FO—PRESENT-A-RELECFF-GCETHIS-INEERPENDENT
EVALUATION—OR—TFHE—EVALOAEORLS——FIRSECNAL——FESTINONY—AS
EVEDENCE-AT-FHE~-HEARINGS

13-706.

(3) AN ADJUDICATION OF A DISABILITY FCR PURPOSES
OF APFOINTING A GUARDIAN OF A PERSON MAY NOT EF THE BASIS
FOR COEMITMENT OF THE DISABLEL PERSCN TO A MENTAL
INSTITUTION.

(B) AFPOINTMENT CF A GUARDIAN OF THE EERSCN:

(nm IS NOT EVIDENCE OF INCCMEETENCY OF THE
LCISABLEL PERSON; AND

{2) DOES NOT MODIFY ANY CIVIL RIGHT OF THE
DISABLED PERSON UNLESS__THE COUET CEDEES, INCLULING ANY
CIVIL SERVICE RANKING, APPOINTMENT, AND RIGHIS RELATING
IO LICENSURE, PERMIT, PRIVILEGE, CR EENEFIT UNDER ANY
LAW.




