2912 LAWS OF MARYIANLC Ch. 723

en banc CL in panels of not less than three
commissioners. However, the Commissicn__may, at 1its
discretion, provide that one hearing examiner ke included
on a panel, in lieu of a third commissioner, in crder to
constitute a panel of three. A MAJORITY oF THE
COMMISSION, OR ANY PANEL, SHALL CONSTITUTE A& CUCRUM.

Ab). The Commissicn__may_ delegate tc _a__hearing
examiner, OR ANY COMMISSIONER, the authority to conduct
any _proceeding within its jurisdiction. In each
delegated proceeding, the hearing examiner shall ccnduct
the hearing and any other proceeding that he may deen
necessary and prepare and file with the Commission a
preposed order, including findings of fact, which shall
becomre final unless appealed as prcvided in paragraph
(c). The proposed order shall ke served c¢n all parties
to the proceeding simultaneously with its being filed
with the Commission.

{c) Orders of a panel constituted under
subparagraph (a) shall be final. A proposed crder of a
hearing exanminer shall kecome fimal unless, within 30
days of the filing of that order with the Commissicn, an
appeal is noted with the Commission by any party to the
proceeding. Following the noting of an appeal, the
Commission promptly shall consider the matter on the
record befcre the hearing examiner, conduct any further
proceedings (including the filing of briefs and_ the
holding of oral argument) it deems_ necessary _and,
thereafter, issue a final order in_the matter.

16.

(b) The Commission shall hire hearing examiners to
the extent required. Hearing examiners shall ccnstitute
a separate organizational unit repcrting directly to the
Commission [and shall perform no cther staff functions
than those relating to hearings].

SECTION —3+—AND——BE—IT——-EORIHER-ENACIEDy—That-new
sections—~54—and—20—be—and—they—are——hereby--added—+to
Asticieo—718—————Rublic——SeE¥ice—CoERisSsSion——Lawy—of-the
Anpotated—Code—of—Naryland-—(1975-Replacemant——Velune—and
1976-Supplenent)—to-read-as—folleuss

Articie—F8—Ppukblic—Sefvice-Cepnicsica—taw
Siv

FHE-GCOVERNOR—MAY-APPOINI-THO-PARTI-TIHE-COHNISSICNERS
HO——SHALE———SERVE—FOR——TERNS——-CR—SIX——YEARS~—-THE
QUALI RIGCATIONS—SET FORTH-—IN-$5—HERECF-SHALL-APPLY-TO0—THE
PART-—FINE—COMNISSIONERSy —AND——CONEENSATICHN— SHALL-BE-AS
PROVEDED—IN—FTHE-ANNIAL—BIDCETv——URON—ASSIGNNENTI—B¥—THE
CHATRM AN —OF —THE~COKMISSIONy~A—PARI-TINE-CCRHISSIONER-IS
AUEHOREZED——FO——SFT——IiN——THE— A BSENCE~~—OF—~-A——-REGULAR
COMYISSIONER—AND—SHALEy— LN ——SUCH—- I NSTANCESy——HAVE-THE
AUTHORIT¥—OF——A——REGULAR———CONNISSIONERv————-A——REGULAR



