760 LAWS OF MARYLAND rch.

(2} SETZUORE, FORFEITURE, AND DISIPOSITION
DEVICES, EQUIPMENT, CR PROPERTY. — A NRICRAL BESOUV

POLICE OFFICER OR ANY IAW ENFCRCEMENT OFFICER, (PON
ARRESTING ANY PERSCN FCR VIOLATING ANY PROVISIOL OF
THIS TITLE OCR ANY RULE CR REGULATICN [PROMULGATED
PURSUANT TO IT, MAY SEIZE EVERY DEVICE,., ECUIPMENT,
CONVEVANCF, CR PBFCPERTY UNLAWFULLY OUSEL. If THE CWEER

G OFEFouUa Ly JdAaRGL OF THE SELZED DEVICE, ECUIPHENRT,
NEVEEER 3 SHIRE R Ut FrOLERTY IS CORNVICTED, THE COURT ™Ay
DECLE:2 vark ELY;Jr, EQUIDE 3%, CONVFY.., TE, D5 oLty
FORFETITED IN ACDITION IO Y PN S AP S S
THIS TITLE. ANY FFRFhITU?h BL» “bS THe L o-odilny

THE DEPAFTMENT r2oR DISPOSITION AT ITS Dlo_JmcotliOo. L.
LTHAE OWKER IS RCT nhUOWN, THE CCURT MAY PROUELL EA Parku:
i HEaA® AND DETERMINE ANY CUESTICN OF FORFEITURE. 1F
THE OWNER OR PERSON CHARGED WITH THE VvICiaTICN IS WOT
CCHVICTED, THE TL[EVICE, EQUIPMENT, CCH.ZYANCE, Ul
FROPERTY SEIZELD SHALL BE RELEASED AND RETURNED TC HIHM.

(B EXCEPTIONS. -~  HCWEVER, ruE  DEVICE,
EQUIPMENT, CONVEYANCE, CRK BROPERTY MAY NOT BE [[SEIVED
ORJ) FORFEITED IF THE OWNES WAS NOT A CCNSENTING FAEHIY
OR PRIVY TC A VICLATICN.

REVISOR'S NOTE: Suksecticn (a) 1is mnew language
derived from Article 66C, sections 238,
240, 241, 310, and other similar provisions
rroviding for seizure and forfeiture of
unlawfully used devices, equipment, and
property. The intent is to set forth a
uniform seizure and ferfeiturc prccedure
rather than retaining the scvcral different
provisions presently =scattered thrcughout
Article 66C. Forfeiture 1s rade a
discretionary matter of the Court with the
use of the wcrd "may". Notwithstanding
Article 26, sectioan 155 of the Code which
provides that all forfeitures are remitted
to the District Court systen, this
provision declares that feorfeitures become
property of the department. The District
Court system appears ill-equipped to handle
these forfeited items. The District Court
is not anxious to assume this function and
is content to allow the department to
appropriately dispose of items. To date,
the District Court has nct keen presented
any forfeiture sitnations

The department would like to retain some
forfeited property for departmental use



