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ment), title “Chancery,” subtitle “Divorce and Annulment,” to
follow immediately after Section 22 thereof, and to repeal and
re-ehael; with amendments; Section 24 of Axticle 16 of said Cede
title aﬂd subtitle; to provide that either party to a marriage who
is eighteen years of age or older may file or defend a bill of com-
plaint for divorce or annulment in the courts of equity of this
State and to reduce the period of ebandonment or separation re-
guired in eerbtain srounds for abselute divexree.

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Maryland,
That new Section 22A be and it is hereby added to Article 16 of
the Annotated Code of Maryland (1966 Replacement Volume and 1970
Supplement), title “Chancery,” subtitle “Divorce and Annulment,”
to follow 1mmed1ately after Section 22 thereof, and to repeal a—nd
re-enaect; with amendments; Seetion 24 of Asrticle 16 of said Ceode;
title and subtitle thereof; and all to read as follows:

224.

Either party of a marriage who is eighteen years of age or older
may file or defend a bill of complaint for divorce or annulment in
the courts of equity of this State in his own person without the
necessity of filing or defending the bill by his or her father, mother,
relative, next of kin or next friend.

24

Upon a hearing of any bill for a diveree; the court may deerce
& diveree a winewlo matrimonii for the followdng eauses; fo wits
Eirst; the impotence of cither party at the time of the marriages
seeondly; for any cause which by the laws of this State; render a
mamamen&llandve&dabm;e—th&dlyﬁeradu%e%

paxrty complained against has abandoned the parby - and
that abandonment has eontinued uni for at least

twelve months; and is deliberate and final; and the
separation of the reasonable of

reeoneiliations

taridy lived separate and apart; without any eochabitation; fox
{e&g—hteen}twelgeeenseeu-t}vemeﬂthspﬁe%tetheﬁknge#thebﬁ
of complaint; and suech separation is bevond any reasenable expee-
tation of reeoneiliation: sixthly; when the party complained against
has been convieted of a felony or misdemeanor under the laws of
this State or of any other state in the United States and has been
sentenced to serve at least three years or an indeterminate sen-
tenee in any penitentiary or penal institution ecighteen meonths of
which sentenee has been served; seventhly; on the application of
e&heypa%y%wthehusb&adandmﬁeh&velwedsepa—m—tea—nd

sea&lesmmed—mwh&ehtheeeu%thaswmd&e&en— The ameunt




