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EMERGENCY ADMISSIONS

22.

(A) AS USED IN THIS SUBTITLE, THE FOLLOWING
TERMS SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS INDICATED UNLESS
A CONTRARY MEANING IS CLEARLY INTENDED FROM THE
CONTEXT IN WHICH THE TERM APPEARS.

(1) “EMERGENCY ADMISSIONS” SHALL MEAN THAT
PROCESS BY WHICH AN EMERGENCY ADMITTEE IS
ADMITTED ON AN EMERGENCY BASIS TO AN EMERGENCY
FACILITY AS DEFINED HEREIN.

(2) “EMERGENCY TREATMENT” MEANS THE TREAT-
MENT OF AN EMERGENCY ADMITTEE UNDER THE PRO-
VISIONS OF THIS SUBTITLE.

(3) “EMERGENCY FACILITY” SHALL MEAN ANY FACIL-
ITY DESIGNATED IN WRITING BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
MENTAL HYGIENE AS AN EMERGENCY FACILITY.

(4) “MENTAL DISORDER” MEANS THE BEHAVIORAL AND
OTHER SYMPTOMS WHICH TO A LAY PETITIONER INITIAT-
ING THE EMERGENCY ADMISSION PROCESS INDICATE
A CLEAR DISTURBANCE IN THE MENTAL FUNCTIONING
OF ANOTHER PERSON, AND TO A PHYSICTIAN CONDUCTING
AN EXAMINATION INDICATE ONE OR MORE OF THE
MENTAL DISORDERS DESCRIBED IN THE “DIAGNOSTIC
AND STATISTICAL MANUAL—MENTAL DISORDERS” PUB-
LISHED PERIODICALLY BY THE AMERICAN PSYCHIATRIC
ASSOCIATION.

(5) “PEACE OFFICER” MEANS A SHERIFF, STATE POLICE
OFFICER, MUNICIPAL OR OTHER LOCAL POLICE OFFICER.

(B) ANY INTERESTED PERSON WHO HAS REASON TO
BELIEVE THAT A PERSON IS MENTALLY DISORDERED AND
IS IN CLEAR AND IMMINENT DANGER OF CAUSING GRAVE
AND IMMEDIATE PERSONAL INJURY TO HIMSELF OR
OTHERS MAY COMPLETE, SIGN AND FILE A PETITION FOR
THE EMERGENCY ADMISSION OF SUCH PERSON WITH A
PEACE OFFICER. THE PETITION FORM SHALL EXPLICITLY
INDICATE THE PETITIONER’S NAME, HIS HOME AND WORK




