1996 LAWS OF MARYLAND [CH. 433
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EHF &) Zoning applicable to the land-
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the seoil bank provisions of the Agricultural Stabilization Aet of the
United States Government:
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lands used for reforestation:

{4 The xatio of farm or agrieultural use as against other uses
of the land}

(1) LANDS WHICH ARE ACTIVELY DEVOTED TO FARM
OR AGRICULTURAL USE SHALL BE ASSESSED ON THE BASIS
OF SUCH USE, AND SHALL NOT BE ASSESSED AS IF SUB-
DIVIDED, IT BEING THE INTENT OF THE GENERAL AS-
SEMBLY THAT THE ASSESSMENT OF FARM LAND SHALL
BE MAINTAINED AT LEVELS COMPATIBLE WITH THE CON-
TINUED USE OF SUCH LAND FOR FARMING AND SHALL
NOT BE ADVERSELY AFFECTED BY NEIGHBORING LAND
USES OF A MORE INTENSIVE NATURE. THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY HEREBY DECLARES IT TO BE IN THE GENERAL
PUBLIC INTEREST THAT FARMING BE FOSTERED AND
ENCOURAGED IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN A READILY AVAIL-
ABLE SOURCE OF FOOD AND DAIRY PRODUCTS CLOSE TO
THE METROPOLITAN AREAS OF THE STATE, TO ENCOUR-
AGE THE PRESERVATION OF OPEN SPACE AS AN AMENITY
NECESSARY TO HUMAN WELFARE AND HAPPINESS, AND
TO PREVENT THE FORCED CONVERSION OF SUCH OPEN
SPACE TO MORE INTENSIVE USES AS A RESULT OF ECO-
NOMIC PRESSURES CAUSED BY THE ASSESSMENT OF
LAND AT A RATE OR LEVEL INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE
PRACTICAL USE OF SUCH LAND FOR FARMING, THE STATE
DEPARTMENT OF ASSESSMENTS AND TAXATION SHALL
ESTABLISH CRITERIA FOR THE PURPOSE OF DETERMIN-
ING WHETHER LANDS WHICH APPEAR TO BE ACTIVELY
DEVOTED TO FARM OR AGRICULTURAL USE ARE IN FACT
BONA FIDE FARMS AND QUALIFY FOR ASSESSMENT




