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under the new subtitle “Pre-Filing of Legislative Bills,” to estab-
lish a procedure for the filing of legislative bills and Jomt resoiu-
tions in advance of any regular legislative session of the General
Assembly and relating to such procedure and the duties of the
State Department of Legislative Reference in respect to such pre-
filing.

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Maryland,
That new Section 43 be and it is hereby added to Article 40 of the
Annotated Code of Maryland (1965 Replacement Volume), title
“General Assembly,” to follow immediately after Section 42 thereof
and to be under the new subtitle “Pre-Filing of Legislative Bills,”
and to read as follows:

43.

(a) Any member of the General Assembly may request the intro-
duction of any bill or joint resolution in the General Assembly by
prefiling the bill or joint resolution with the State Department of
Legislative Reference in advance of amy regular session of the
General Assembly as provided im this section. The request shall be -
made by the member in writing to the Department stating the
sponsors of the bill and enclosing an outline or summary of the
bill or joint resolution to be prefiled. Such a request shall NOT be
made enly duwring the period beginning on Neovember 15 of any yoar
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oponring of @ regular session in the following years easeeptmanyyear
n whwh an election for members of the General Assembly is held. ;
when the request meay be meds wo earkier then Decowmber L of sueh
yoar: Aftor e request has been submitted wnder this section; ened
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be scancelled or withdrewn by the spenser: The request shall con-
stitute the authority for the Department to prefile the bill or joint
resolution for introduction.

(b) The Department shall keep during the pre-filing period author-
wzed herein a list of all bills and joint resolutions filed with it under
this section for imtroduction in the General Assembly. The list shall
be kept in serial order with one series of numbers for Senate Bills,
one for Senate Joint Resolutions, ome for House Bills and one for
House Joint Resolutions. The first numbers of bills and joint resolu-
tions for the Semate and House shall be reserved for the legislative
proposals prepared by the Legislative Council and thereafter any
requests for pre-filing of bills or joint resolutions shall be numbered
in the discretion of the Department. No particular number shall be
granted or reserved for any bill or joint resolution.

(c) On the opening day of any regular session the Department
shall transmit its lists of bills and joint resolutions to the office of
the Secretary of the Senate and the Chief Clerk of the House to-
gether with copies of the bills or resolutions prepared in the form
required by the Rules of the Senate and House of Delegates for the
mtroduction of bills and joint resolutions. Such transmittal shall
be considered as the introduction into the Clerks’ Offices of the
General Assembly of all bills and joint resolutions so transmitted.

(d) The lsts of bills maintained by the Department and copies
thereof shall be open and available to the public when a bill or reso-
Iution number is assigned to the proposal by the Department.




