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ance of this mep and so great was the anxiety of the
founders of t repu ic to protect themselves; and us, and
those who are to come after us, from. the horhou dshsy well
knew, and history teaches all have ever he which -
will for ever hereafter ensue from political : mfr ts of
the rights of conscience ;. that when they came not, long
Ee amendments to the Constitution, the very Sirst
; cle of those amendments, and the jirst clause of W a
says, < Congress shall make no law respecting an estal .
ment of religion, or prohxblt‘.mlgl the free exercise thsxeoﬁ”
_ What, too, says the Bill of ghtuf Muy;ludh ¢ That
no ather test or ‘qualification ought to be req
mission to any office of trust or profit, than such - o..f.h gf
support and fidelity to this State, and such oath of office, as
shal be directed by this Convention. or the Leqshturﬁ of
this State, wlndeolarmmotl beluf in the christian reli-
gion;” and even- ?‘ o modified, and the
spirit and principles erfeet;;ohgmm reedom so extended,
as to dmpense with the declaration of belief in the chris-
eli lon ’ to place Jews and others who could not make
on. o equality with all QWWJ« Yet
weﬂn y t ose ‘ﬁ s of oaths fwo lests are to be applied as
m.dwpona&blﬁ quali na for all offices of all grades, in the
gift of th é people or in gift or held at the will of any
member of this order, nau , the cmd gm for office must
lga,mamulwm citizen, & ust not be o “Roman Catho-
lic religion ; the latter of mh tests, it has been shown, is
expressly pro hxhtesl ‘;n letters and words, and both of thgm
are equally and gotw dslmbxthepin
scope, purposes. 8 pm 10& of that Constitution whph
they profess so fre ﬂrwﬁhﬂm puzpose tommtam and
Teserye.. b AT
- It has. been srgued. ehow}uro, bat muwmmad nangm
will be willing to peril his reputation for intelligence by as-
serting or attempting to mﬂﬂmﬁ ~an agreement sol-
emnly entered mto y le, associated
and acting mﬁﬂ T, to ﬁ;hy their mm n-tgthe ballot-box
a test of qual for Oﬁm prohibited by the Constitu-
- tiom. nd laws asnor wp,l,thqn of mtcgwmemwm
ion., %«w wubhc ..... sndm%dmﬁ:qm'—
ngn oyerg-? the people:  For ‘whom an by whom -wa

3 I “%v“i Baamtad
opergt-e ple. Qﬂe sentiments
purposes does it g:: speak, and en!

the A wl 'where, and
t:ﬁmremimar M Um &mu?
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