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1702 LAWS of MARYLAND.

CH AP fiate, and fhall repeatand fubfcribe a declaration of his belief in the chriftian
o rﬁl"{g;ng, and zcalgﬁ.'.p:.:peat and fubferibe, the oath or affirmation in the fame a&
,Prcfcribcd),b before the governor and the council, or before the general court, or

any of the judges thereof, or before any county ‘court, fhall thereupon and there-

after be deemed, adjudged a;;d.qtkcn? to be 2 ‘natural borp ‘fubjeét of this ftate,
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211 be thenceforth entitled to all the immunities, rights and privileges, of a
22&?31‘ ]b:‘rh‘ Exbp& of thgsgf’ga’ﬁ:{ fubject 'neverthelefs _tog.;he reftrictions %r‘qv ided
by the faid a&t s And whereas, fince the paffage of the faid ‘a&, divers forcigners
hiave come into this ftate, and have fettled and become inhabitants thereof, and
have been induced, from the various advantages afforded by our government,
climate, foil and commerce, to employ their money in the purchafe of property,
both rexl and perfonal, and o improve the fame, thereby acquiring a juft and
¢quftéf)lc title to fuch p_i'opcfty; but, through ignorance of the provifions con-
tained in the before-mentioned a&, or apprehending that taking and fubfcribing
the cath of allegiance ip the nfual manner would entitle them to the advantages
of property, the faid foreigners have not taken and fubfcribed the oath prefcribed
by the a& for naturalization, under the particular circumftances required by the
" fame, whereby their titles to fuch real p‘ropcrtg‘as they have acquired fince their
fettlement in this ftate may be drawn in quef ion, to their great prejudice and
injury : And whereas the faid forcigners have always manifefted a firm attachment
to our government and laws, and it is concgived, that I;y fecuring their intereft
in our foil, their affections to this country will be more fully confirmed, and that
juftice and policy require that the hardfhips and inconveniences, under which
they refpectively labour; fhould be remedied ; therefore,

Yoreigners  II. e it enatied, 5}/ the General Affentbly of Maryland, That all and every
;‘;’;ffﬁ“" the faid foreigners, who, fin¢e their fettlement 1n this flate; have purchafed and

acquired, by any lawful and fair means, any portion of property, real, perfonal
or mixed; and have fince poflefled and enjoyed the fame, and have fill a juft and
equitable title thereto, whether fuch tifle be derived from grant, gift, purchafe or
devife, fhall, by virtue of this a&, hold, poflefs and enjoy, fuch property, real,
perfonal and mixed, as fully and amply, and to all intents and purpofes, as
rightfully as the faid foreigners would have been entitled to hold, poffefs, and
enjoy the fame, if they had relpectively naturalifed themfelves according to the
exprefs provifions contained in the faid ac&k for naturalization. '

Yefeheared;  IIT. N be it enaften, That in eafe any real property, purchafed or dcquired
f:,:;;l‘g}:; by fg:jcigncré fince the paﬁ‘age of the aforefaid a&, hath been efcheated, it is
&, * hereby declared, that all the right and title of this ftate to the faid property fo
efcheated, and to any p:ro’pqi;ty%d efcheatable, fhall be and the fame are hereby
relinquithed, and vefted for ever hereafter in the faid foreigners, their heirs and
affigns, faving ,n;cvcrthclefs_ to all perfons whatfoever, who may have heretofore
acquired titles to any fuch efcheatable property under the laws of this flate, their
{everal and refpe@ive rights ; and all and every perfon and perfons, who may have
putchafed, or otherwife acquired any real property from or under the faid foreign-
ers, or any of them, fhall be, and they are hereby declared to be, entitled to all
and every advaﬂg?#, with refpe& to fuch property, as if the fame had been pur-
chafed or acquired from or under any foreigners who have naturalifed themfelves
according to the provifions of the faid original a&.

Weife. IV, 1Provibed nieverthele, That the faid foreigners refpectively, before they
. fhall receive the benefit of’fgg aff, fhall naturalize themfelves in the mode pre-

to the contrary thereof notwithftanding, @ gt - _

V. 9np propived al That no applications within the peripd limitted by this
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