1839. LAWS OF MARYLAND.

cHaP. 42. and that every owner of such negro or mulatto is entitled

Owner entitled to the service and labor of such negro or mulatto for the
toservice, & Jife of such negro or mulatto, except in cases where such

negro or mulatto can shew, that by the grant or devise of

the owner or some former owner of such negro or mulatto,

or his or_her maternal ancestor, a shorter period of ser-

vice has been prescribed.




