THOMAS KING CARROLL, ESQ. GOVERNOR.

creeks, or coves, any area, not exceeding one acre in extent,
for the purpose of depositing, beddiig, or SOWiIDE any oysters,
or other shell fish, cither for domestic use or exportation ; and
all oysters or o'her shell fish, <o deposited, bedded. or sowed,
or contamned thercin, or upon the bottom of such area or su-
perfices, shall be deemed and held i law as the proper estate
and sighttul propeity. o 1Le peson who cassed the same to
be so located or ap vopriated and denosited, bedued or sow-
ed therew, as aforesid © Proviced however, tha the ~ame lo-
cation or appropriati n<"a b e dicated anl distetly detined
by stakex, hushes, or other proger marks, o1 wmetes med
bounds; which indication and defnation shail be deserived 1o
writing, under the oath or afdirmaion amd record d ar the
cost of the party applying. in the ofli ¢ of the ¢l ¢k of the pro-
per county : and provided also, thar the sand iocation and ap-
propriation, shall not injure. obstzuct or impede the free navi-
gation of any estuary or navigahle stream in this state.

Sec. 2. And be it enacted, "That the propricior of the adja-
cent shore shall have a right of pre emption lor one acre of
superficie~. extendg along the shore from the ordinary low
water mark, in the direction of the maw channel. 10 he cquila-
teral, or as wvearly square as the situasion and circumstances
may admit of, <ubject, however, to the hmitation~ Lercinbefore
con ained : \nd prorided, that the said location shall be selee-
ted and completed on or before the first day of Jaunuary vext:
And prorided al-o, that no person or persons. other than the
citizens of the county into whih any creek or inlet mayv run,
or extend, from any bav, sound, river, or other main stream,
shall be entitled 10 select, stake out, and use, any part or por-
tion, of any <uch creck or in'et, 8o running into, or beng en-
compassed on either side by any one county ; and that any  ro-
prietor, into whose tanc a creek, cove, or inlet. may make,
which at its mouth does not exceed one hundred yards in
width, shall have the exclusive r ght of such creek, cove, or
hle’, for the 'eposit and use of any 018 ¢r- or 0 her shell fish:
Provided uliways, th t no such selection or ex lusive use of any
oysier har or bars, shall be authorised or allowed by this act.

Sec. 3 And be it enucted. That it shall not be Yawful for
any person or persons, to catch, or take any oysters or other
shell fish, withio the Timiits or adopted derot, of any citizen of
this state, as described by this act, without permission flrst
had and obtaised from the proprietor of such epot; and any
such taking, either by day or hv night. shall be deemed and
held in law 10 be a trespass, and deemed a misdemeanor in the
cases hereinalter mentioned ; Provided however, that the proper
owner of sach depot shall keep up, from year to year, and
shall annually deposit. bed, or sow thereon, a quantity of oysa
ters or other shell fish, for improvement, as contemplated b
this act, sufficient to preserve the increase and growth of suc!
oysters or shell fish, in the depot so selected, as aforesaid ;
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