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(a) (1) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated.

(2) “Preferred provider policies or preferred provider contracts” means
insurance policies or insurance contracts which specify the services and how services are
to be covered when rendered by preferred and nonpreferred providers.

(3) “Preferred provider” means a provider who has contracted with a
nonprofit health service plan to meet the terms and conditions offered in the preferred
provider policy or preferred provider contract.

(4) “Provider” means any person, including a physician or hospital, who is
licensed or otherwise authorized to provide health care services, within the scope of the
license or authorization.
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