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(¢) Informal disposition may also be made of any contested case by stipulation,
agreed settlement, consent order, or default.

(d) Each agency shall adopt appropriate rules of procedure for notice and
hearing in contested cases.]

[245.
In contested cases:

(a) Agencies may admit and give probative effect to evidence which possesses
probative value commonly accepted by reasonable and prudent men in the conduct of
their affairs. They shall give effect to the rules of privilege recognized by law. They may
exclude incompetent, irrelevant, immaterial and unduly repetitious evidence.

(b) All evidence, including records and documents in the possession of the
agency, of which it desires to avail itself, shall be offered and made a part of the record
in the case, and no other factual information or evidence shall be considered in the
determination of the case. Documentary evidence may be received in the form of copies
or excerpts, or by incorporation by reference.

(c) Every party shall have the right of cross-examination of the witnesses who
testify, and shall have the right to submit rebuttal evidence.

(d) Agencies may take notice of judicially cognizable facts and in addition may
take notice of general, technical, or scientific facts within their specialized knowledge.
Parties shall be notified either before or during hearing, or by reference in preliminary
reports or otherwise, of the material so noticed, and they shall be afforded an
opportunity to contest the facts so noticed. Agencies may utilize their experience,
technical competence and specialized knowledge in the evaluation of the evidence
presented to them.]

[246.

In a contested case, whenever a majority of the officials of the agency who are to
render the final decision have not heard the evidence, the decision, if adverse to a party
to the proceeding other than the agency itself, shall not be made until a proposal for
decision, including findings of fact and conclusions of law, has been served upon the
parties, and an opportunity has been afforded to each party adversely affected to file
exceptions and present argument to a majority of the officials who are to render the
decision, who shall personally consider the whole record or those portions as may be
cited by the parties.]

[247.

(a) Any party aggrieved by a final decision in a contested case, whether the
decision is affirmative or negative in form, is entitled to judicial review thereof under
this subtitle.

(b) Proceedings for review shall be instituted in the Circuit Court of Washington
County. The court, in its discretion, may permit other interested persons to intervene.
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