WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER, Governor Ch. 410

Preamble

WHERFEAS, Drug abuse contributes to the occurrence of numerous tragedies of
contemporary society, including street crimes, organized crime, school dropouts, suicide,
physical illness, unemployment, family dysfunction, and highway injuries and fatalities; and

WHEREAS, National and State studies have identified a strong link between drug
abuse and crinunal behavior, and

WHEREAS, Drug abuse costs Maryland in lost productivity and absenteeism; and

WHEREAS, Every person in Maryland is affected directly or indirectly by the growing
crisis of drug abuse; and

WHEREAS, The Governor, in response to this extraordinary crisis, established a Drug
and Alcohol Abuse Commission and mandated the Commission to prepare and submit a
comprehensive and integrated plan for reducing illegal drug—related activities and drug abuse
in Maryland; and '

WHEREAS, The Commission, after an intensive six—month focus which involved
numerous local, regional, and statewide meetings and public hearings and the input of a
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