not have to get petitioﬁs.

DR. LORVY: lLet me ask you two gentlemen at this
point, what would be your opinio# in making Baltimore City
just another home rule county?

MR, RATCHFORD: Again; I want to answer this
from a theoretical point of view, From a theoretical
point of view, 1 think today it has a reasonﬁble rela-
tionship because of not only the size of the many larger
counties which are very close to the City, as far as
population; but politically there are all types of rami-
fications. For cxample; excluding anything else, vhat
would you call it? Baltimore City County? This would
confuse it with Baltiﬁore County, and to make any one of
them give up their name would take an aét'of God.

The State has virtually done it in many in-
stances because it says the County and City of Baltimore
may do this, and this is how they enact legislation, but
to try to gct'rid of that name Baltimore City, I don't
know how you would do it. Even though it may have all the
authority of a county or be considered a county, I don't

think you will ever change the name of Baltimore City.
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