96 CONSTITUTION OF

pounds within this state, three hundred pounds of which (or more)
shall be a frechold in his own right, and who is not thirty years of
age; and who shall not have been an inhabitant of this state for seven
years i diately preceding his election ; and at the time of his elec-
tion an inhabitant of the county in which he is elected.

The secretary shall, annually, seventeen days before the first Wed-
nesday in June, give notice of the choice of persons elected.

If any person shall be elected governor, or member of either branch
of the legislature, and shall not accept the trust ; or if any person elect-
ed a counsellor shall refuse to accept the office ; or in case of the death,
resignation, or removal of any counsellor out of the state, the governor
may issue a precept for the election of a new counsellor in that county
where such vacancy shall happen ; and the choice shall be in the same
manner as before directed : and the governor shall have full power and
authority to convene the council, from time to time, at his discretion ;
and, with them, or the majority of them, may, and shall, from time to
time, hold a council, for ordering and directing the affairs of the state
according to the laws of the land.

e wbers of the il may be impeached ‘by the house, and
tried by the senate, for bribery, corruption, malpractice, or malad-
ministration.

The resolutions and advice of the council shall be recorded by the
secretary, in a register, and signed by all the members present agreeing
thereto ; and this record may be called for at any time by either house
of the legisl: ; and any ber of the council may enter his opinion
contrary to the resolutions of the majority, with the reason for such
opinion.

The legislature may, if the public good shall hereafter require it, di-
vide the state into five districts, as nearly equal as may be, governing
themselves by the number of ratable polls, and proportion of public
taxes : each district to elect a counsellor ; and in case of such division,
the manner of the choice shall be conformable to the present mode of
election in counties. .

And whereas the elections appointed to be made by this constitution
on the first Wednesday of June annually, by the two houses of the
legislature, may not be completed on that day, the said elections may be
adjourned from day to day, until the same may be completed 5 and the
order of the elections shall be as follows: the vacancies in the senate,
if any, shall be first filled up; the governor shall then be elected, pro-
vided there shall be no choice of him by the people ; and afterwards the
two houses shall proceed to fill up the vacincy, if any, in the council.

Secretary, Treasurer, Commissary-general, &c.

The secretary, t , and commissary-g ] shall be chosen by
joint ballot of the and rep ives, bled in one room.

The records of the state shall be kept in the office of the secretary,
and he shall attend the governor and council, the senate and representa-
tives, in person, or by deputy, as they may require.

The secretary of the state shall, at all times, have a deputy, to be by
him appointed; for whose conduct in office he shall be responsible.
And in case of the death, removal, or inability of the secretary, his
deputy shall exercise all the duties of the office of secretary of this state,




