88 CONSTITUTION OF

provided for ; and to set forth the several duties, powers, and limits of
the several civil and military officers of this state, and the forms of such
oaths or affirmations as shall be respectively administered unto them, for
the execution of their several offices and places, so as the same be not
repugnant or contrary to this constitution ; and also to impose fines,
mulets, imprisonments, and other punishments ; and to impose and levy
proportional and reasonable assessments, rates, and taxes upon all the
inhabitants of, and residents within, the said state ; and upon all estates
within the same ; to be issued and disposed of by warrant, under the
hand of the governor of this state for the time being, with the advice
and consent of the council, for the public service, in the necessary de-
fence and support of the government of this state, and the protection and
preservation of the citizens thereof, according to such acts as are, or
shall be, in force within the same.

And while the public charges of government, or any part thereof,
shall be assessed on polls and estates in the manner that has been here-
tofore practised, in order that such assessments may be made with equal-
ity, there shall be a valuation of the estates, within the state, taken
anew once in every five years at least, and as much oftener as the gene-
ral court shall order.

No member of the general court shall take fees, be of counsel or act
as advocate, in any cause before either branch of the legislature ; and
upon due proof thereof, such member shall forfeit his seat in the legis-
lature.

The doors of the galleries of each house of the legislature shall be kept
open to all persons who behave decently, except when the welfare of the
state, in the opinion of either branch, shall require secrecy.

Senate.

The senate shall consist of twelve members, who shall hold their
offices for one year, from the first Wednesday in June next ensuing their
election. .

And that the state may be equally represented in the senate, the legis-
lature shall, from time to time, divide the state into" twelve districts, as
nearly equal as may be without dividing towns and unincorporated
places ; and in making this division, they shall govern themselves by
the proportion of public taxes paid by the said districts, and timely make
known to the inhabitants of the state the limits of each district.

The freeholders and other inhabitants of each district, qualified as in
this constitution is provided, shall annually give in their votes for asena-
tor, at some meeting holden in the month of March.

The senate shall be the first branch of the legislature : and the sena-
tors shall be chosen in the following manner, viz. Every male inhabitant
of each town, and parish with town privileges, and places unincorpo-
rated, in this state, of twenty-one years of age and upwards, excepting
paupers, and persons excused from paying taxes at their own request,
shall have a right at the annual or other meetings of the inhabitants of
said towns and parishes, to be duly warned and holden annually for
ever in the month of March, to vote in the town or yarish wherein he
dwells, for the senators of the county or district whereof he is a mem-

I.’rom'ded, nevertheless, That no person shall be capable of bemg



