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38. A frequent recurrence to the fundamental principles of the con-
stitution, and a constant adherence to justice, moderation, temperance,
ndustry, frugality, and all the social virtues, are indispensably necessary
to preserve the blessings of liberty and good government ; the people
ought, therefore, to have a particular regard to all those principles in the
choice of their officers and representatives : And they have a right to re-
quire of their lawgivers and magistrates an exact and constant observance
of them in the formation and execution of the laws necessary for the good
administration of the government.

PART IL
Form of Government.

T he people inhabiting the territory formerty called the province of
New Hampshire, do hereby solemnly and mutually agree with each
other to form themselves into a free, sovereign, and independent body
politic, or state, by the name of the Staze of New Hampshire,

General Court.

The supreme legislative power, within this state, shall be vested in the
senate and house of representatives, each of which shall have a negative
on the other.

The senate and house shall assemble every year on the first Wednes-
day in June—and at such other times as they may judge necessary ;
and shall dissolve, and be dissolved, seven days next preceding the said
first Wednesday in June; and shall be styled The General Court of
New Hampshire,

The general court shall for ever have full power and authority to
erect and constitute judicatories and courts of record, or other courts, to
be holden in the name of the state, for the hearing, trying, and deter-
mining all manner of crimes, offences, pleas, Pprocesses, plaints, actions,
causes, matters, and things whatsoever, arising or happening within this
state, or between or concerning persons inhabiting or residing, or
brought within the same, whether the same be eriminal or civil, or
whether the crimes be capital or not capital, and whether the said pleas
be real, personal, or mixed ; and for awarding and issuing execntion
thereon. To which courts and judicatories, are hereby given and
granted, full power and authority, from time to time, to administer oaths
or affirmations, for the better discovery of truth in any matter in contro-
versy, or depending before them.

And farther, full power and authority are hereby given and granted
to the said general court, frora time to time, to make, ordain, and estab-
lish all manner of wholesome and reasonable orders, laws, statutes, ordi-
nances, directions, and instructions, either with penalties or without, so
as the same be not repugnant or contrary to this constitution, as they
may judge for the benefit and welfare of this state, and for the governing
and ordering thereof, and of the citizens of the same, for the necessary
support and defence of the government thereof ; and to name and settle
annually, or provide by fixed laws for the naming and settling all civil
officers within this state ; such officers excepted; the election and ap-
pointment of whom are hereafter in this form of government otherwise



