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84 CONSTITUTION OF

ple, all the magistrates and officers of government are their substitutes
and agents, and at all times accountable to them.

9. No officer or place whatsoever, in government, shall be hereditary
—the ability and integrity requisite in all not bemg transmissible to
vosterity or relations.

10. Government being instituted for the common benefit, protection,
and security of the whole community, and not for the private interest
or emolument of any one man, family, or class of men; thercfore,
whenever the ends of the government are perverted, or public liberty
manifestly endangered, and all other means of redress are ineffectual,
the people may, and of right ought to, reform the old, or establish a
new government. The doctrine of non-resistance against arbitrary
power and oppression, is absurd, slavish, and destructive of the good
and happiness of mankind.

11. All elections ought to be free, and every inhabitant of the state,
having the proper qualifications, has an equal right to elect, and be elect-
ed, into office. . )

12. Every member of the community has a right to be protected by
it, in the enjoyment of his life, liberty, and property ; he is therefore
bound to contribute his share to the expense of such protection, and to
vield his personal service when necessary, or an equivalent. But no
part of a man’s property shall be taken from him, or applied to publc
uses, without his own consent, or that of the representative body of the
people.  Nor are the inhabitants of this state controllable by any other
laws than those to which they, or their representative body, have given
their consent. .

13. No person who is conscientiously scrupulous about the lawful-
ness of bearing arms, shall be compelled thereto, provided he will pay
an equivalent,

14. Every citizen of this state is entitled to a certain remedy, by having
recourse to the laws, for all injuries he may receive in his person, pro-
perty, or character; to obtain right and justice freely, without being
obliged to purchase it ; completely, and without denial, promptly, and
without delay, conformable to the laws.

15. No person shall be held to answer for any crime or offence, until
the same is fully and plainly,substantially, and formally, described to
him: nor be compelled to accuse or furnish evidence against himself.
And every person shall have a right to produce all proofs that may be
favourable to himself ; to meet the witnesses against him face to face ; and
to be fully heard in his defence, by himself and counsel. And no per-
son shall be arrested, imprisoned, despoiled, or deprived of his property,
immunities, or privileges, put out of the protection of the law, exiled,
or deprived of his life, liberty, or estate, but by the judgment of his
peers, or the law of the land.

16. No person shall be liable to be tried, after an acquittal, for the
same crime or offence. Nor shall the legislature make any law that
shall subject any person to a capital punishment, (excepting for the go-
vernment of the army and navy, and the militia in actual service,) with-
out trial by jury.

17. In criminal prosecutions, the trial of facts, in the vicinity where
they happen, is so essential to the security of the life, liberty, and estate,



