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and for every additional increase of seventy thousand inhabitants, the
same addition of one-tenth shall be made, respectively, to the said
numbers above mentioned.

In the year of each decennial census, the governor and council
shall, before the first day of September, apportion the number of re
presentatives which each city, town and representative district is
entitled to elect, and ascertain how many years within ten years,
any town may elect a representative, which is not entitled to elect one
every year; and the governor shall cause the same to be published
forthwith.

Nine councillors shall be annually chosen from among the people
at large, on the first Wednesday of January, or as soon thereafter as
may be, by the joint ballot of the senators and representatives, as-
sembled in one room, who shall, as soon as may be, in like manner,
fill up any vacancies that may happen in the council, by death, resig-
nation or otherwise. No person shall be elected a councillor who
has not been an inhabitant of this Commonwealth for the term of five
years immediately preceding his election; and not more than one
councillor shall be ch from any one senatorial district in the
Commonwealth. [See Amendments, Article XVIL.]

No possession of a freehold, or of any other estate, shall be re-
quired as a qualification for holding a seat in either branch of the
general court, or in the executive council.

Art. 14. In all elections of civil officers by the people of this Com-
monwealth, whose election is provided for by the constitution, the
person having the highest number of votes shall be deemed and de-
clared to be elected.

Art. 15. The meeting for the choice of governor, lieutenant-go-
vernor, senators and representatives, shall be held on the Tuesday
next after the first Monday in November, annually ; but in case of a
failure to elect representatives on that day, a second meeting shall be
holden, for that purpose, on the fourth Monday of the same month of
November.

Art. 16. Eight councillors ghall be annually chosen by the inha-
bitants of this Commonwealth, qualified to vote for governor. The
election of councillors shall be determined by the same rule that is
required in the election of governor. The legislature, at its first ses-
sion after this amendment shall have been adopted, and at its first
session after the next State census shall have been taken, and at its
first session after each decennial State census thereafterwards, shall
divide the Commonwealth into eight districts of contiguous territory,
each containing a number of inhabitants as nearly equal as practica-
ble, without dividing any town, or ward of a city, and each entitled
to elect one councillor: provided, however, that if, at any time, the
constitution shall provide for the division of the Commonweadth into
forty senatorial districts, then the legislature shall so arrange the
councillor districts, that each district shall consist of five contiguous
senatorial districts, as they shall be, from time to time, established
by the legislature. No person shall be eligible to the office of coun-
cillor who has not been an inhabitant of the Commonwealth for the
term of five years immediately preceding his election. The day and
manner of the election, the return of the votes, and the declaration of
the said elections, shall be the same as are required in the election of




