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religious instruction, and for the payment of necessary expenses: and
all persons belonging to any religious society shall be taken and held
to be members, until they shall file with the clerk of said society a
written notice declaring the dissolution of their membership, and
thenceforth shall not be liable for any grant or contract which may
be thereafter made or entered into by such society : and all religious
sects and denominations, demeaning themselves peaceably and as
good citizens of the Commonwealth, shall be equally under the pro-
tection of the law ; and no subordination of any one sect or denomi-
nation to another shall ever be established by law.

Art. 12. In order to provide for a representation of the citizens of
this Commonwealth, founded upon the principles of equality, a cen-
sus of the ratable polls in each city, town and district of the Com-
monwealth, on the first day of May, shall be taken and returned into
the secretary’s office, in such marmer as the legislature shall provide,
within the month of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and thirty-seven, and in every tenth year thereafter, in the
month of May, in manner afosesaid: and each town or city having
three hundred ratable polls at the last preceding decennial census of
polls may elect one representative, and for every four hundred and
fifty ratable polls, in addition to the first three hundred, one representa- -
tive more. [See Amendments, Article XIIL]

Any town having less than three hundred ratable polls shall be repre-
sented thus: The whole number of ratable polls at the last preced-
ing decennial census of polls shall be nultiplied by ten, and the pro-
duct divided by three hundred ; and such town may elect one repre-
sentative as many years within ten years, as three hundred is con-
tained in the product aforesaid. [See Amendments, Article XIIL]

Any city or town having ratable polls enough to elect one or more
representatives, with any number of polls beyond the necessary num-
ber, may be represented, as to that surplus number, by multiplying
such surplus number by ten, and dividing the product by four hun-
dred and fifty ; and such city or town may elect one additional repre-
sentative as many years, within the ten years, as four hundred and
fifty is contained in the product aforesaid. [See Amendments, Ar-
ticle XII1.] -

Any two or more of the several towns and districts may, by consent
of & majority of the legal voters present at a legal meeting in each of
said towns and districts, respectively, called for that purpose, and
held previous to the first day of July in the year in which the decen-
nial census of polls shall be taken, form themselves into a representa-
tive district, to continue until the next decennial census of polls, for
the election of a representative or representatives ; and such district
shall have all the rights, in regard to representation, which would
belong to a town containing the same number of ratable polls. [See
Amendments, Article XIIL] .

The governor and couneil shall ascertain and determine, within the
months of July and August, ig the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and thirty-seven, according to the foregoing principles,
the number of representatives which each city, town and representa-

_tive district is entitled to elect, and the number of years, within
the period of ten years then next ensuing, that each city, town and
representative district may elect an additional representative ; and
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