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Art. 10. The political year shall begin on the first Wednesday of
January, instead of the last Wednesday of May; and the general
court shall assemble every year on the said first Wednesday of Janu-
ary, and shall proceed, at that_session, to make all the elections,
and to do all the other acts, which are by the constitution required
to be made and done at the session which has heretofore commenced
on the last Wednesday of May. And the general court shall be dis-
solved on the day next preceding the first Wednesday of January,
without any proclamation or other act of the governor. But nothing
herein contained shall prevent the general court from assembling at
cuch other times as they shall judge necessary, or when called to-
gether by the governor. The governor, lieutenant-governor and
councillors shall also hold their respective offices for one year next
following the first Wednesday of January, and until others are chosen
and qualified in their stead.

The meeting for the choice of governor, lieutenant-governor, sena-
tors and representatives, shall be held on the second Monday of No-
vember in every year; but meetings may be adjourned, if necessary,
for the choice of representatives, to the next day, and again to the
next succeeding day, but no farther. But in case a second meeting
shall be necessary for the choice of representatives, such meetings
chall be held on the fourth Monday of the same month of November.

See Amendments, Article XV.]

All the other provisions of the constitution, respecting the elections
and proceedings of the members of the general court, or of any other
officers or persons whatever, that have reference to the last Wednes-
day of May as the commencement of the political year, shall be so far
altered as to have like reference to-the first Wednesday of January.

This article shall go into operation on the first day of October
next following the day when the same shall be duly ratified and
adopted as an amendment of the constitution ; and the governor, lieu-
tenant-governor, councillors, senators, representatives, and all other
state officers, who are annually chosen, and who shall be chosen for
the current year, when the same shall go into operation, shall hold
their respective offices until the first Wednesday of January then
pext following, and until others are chosen and qualified in their
stead, and no longer; and the first election of the governor, lieute-
nant-governor, senators and representatives, te he had in virtue of this
article, shall be had conformably thereunto, 1 the month of Novem-
ber following the day on which the same shall be in force and go
into operation, pursuant to the foregoing provision.

All the provisions of the existing constitution inconsistent with the
provisions herein contained are hereby wholly annulled.

Art. 11. Instead of the third article of the bill of rights, the fol-
lowing modification and amendment thereof is substituted :—

As the public worship of God, and the instructions in piety, reli-
gion and morality, promote the happiness and prosperity of a people,
and the security of a republican government ; therefore, the several
religious societies of this Commonwealth, whether corporate or nnin-
corporate, at any meeting legally warned and holden for that purpose,
shall ever have the right to elect their pastors or religious teachers,
to contract with them for their support, to raise money for erecting
and repairing houses for public worship, for the maintenance of



