72 CONSTITUTION OF

veople of any county, military offices, and the offices of justices of the
peace excepted,) shall be held by one person. .
No person holding the office of judge of the supreme judicial court,
tary, attorney-g 1, solicitor-g 1 or receiver-g
ral, judge of prot issary-g 1, president, profi or instructor
of Harvard college, sheriff, clerk of the house of representatives, regis-
ter of probate, register of deeds, clerk of the supreme judicial court, clerk
of the inferior court of common pleas, or officer of the customs, including
in this description naval officers, shall at the same time have a seat in the
senate or house of representatives ; but, their being chosen or appointed
to, and accepting the same, shall operate as a resignation of their seat in
the senate or house of representatives ; and the places so vacated shall be
filled up.

And the same rule shall take place in case any judge of the said su-
preme judicial court, or judge of probate, shall accept a seat in council ,
or any counsellor shall accept of either of those offices or places.

And no person shall ever be admitted to hold a seat in the legislature.
or any office of trust or importance under the government of this common-
wealth, who shall, in the due course of law, have been convicted of
bribery or corruption in obtaining an election or appointment.

3. In all cases where sums of money are mentioned in this constitu-
tion, the value thereof shall be computed in silver, at six shillings and
cight pence per ounce; and it shall be in the power of the legislature
from time to time, to increase such qualifications, s to property, of the
persons to be elected to offices, as the circumstances of the common-
wealth shall require.

4. All commissions shall be in the name of the commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts ; signed by the governor, and attested by the secretary or his
deputy, and have the great seal of the commonwealtk affixed thereto.

5. All writs issuing out of the clerk's office, in any of the courts of
law, shall be in the name of the commonwealth of Massachusetts ; they
shall be under the seal of the court from whence they issue; they shall
bear test of the first justice of the court to which they shall be return-
able, who is not a party, and be signed by the clerk of such court.

6. All the laws which have heretofore been adopted, used, and ap-
proved, in thé province, colony, or state of Massachusetts Bay, and
usually practised on'in the courts of law, shall still remain and be in full
force, until altercd or repealed by the legislature : such parts only ex-
cepted as are repugnant to the rights and liberties contained in this con-
stitution.

7. The privilege and benefit of the writ of habeas corpus shall be en-
joyed in this commonwealth in the most free, easy, cheap, expeditious,
and ample manner ; and shall not he suspended by the legislature, ex-
sept upon the most urgent and pressing occasions, and for a limited time
not exceeding twelve months.

8. The enacting style, in making and passing all acts, statutes, and
laws, shall be, “ Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa-
tives, in general court assembled, and by the authority of the same.”

9. To the end there may be no failure of justice, or danger arise to
the commonwealth, from a change of the form of government, all offi-
cers, civil and military, holding commissions under the government and
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