60 CONSTITUTION OF

constitution provides, who are or shall be empowered and required to
assess taxes upon themselves toward the support of government, shall
have the same privilege of voting for counsellors and senators in the
plantations where they reside, as town inhabitants have in their

tive towns ; and the plantation meetings for that purpose shallbe held,
annually on the same first Monday in April, at such place in the planta-
tions, respectively as the assessors thereof shall direct; which assessors
shall have like authority for notifying the electors, collecting and return-
ing the votes, as the selectmen and town’clerks have in their several
towns, by this constitution, And all other persons living in places unin-
corporated, (qualified as aforesaid,) who shall be assessed to the support
of government by the assessors of an adjacent town; shall have the privi-
lege of giving in their votes for counsellors and senators in the town
where they shall be assessed, and be notified of the place of meeting, by
the selectmen of the town where they shall be assessed, for that pur
pose, accordingly.

3. And that there may be a due convention of senators on the last
Wednesday in May annually, the governor and five of the council, for
the time being, shall, as soon as may be, examine the returned copies of
such records ; and, fourteen days before the said day, he shall issue his
summons‘1o such persons as shall appear to be chosen by a majority
of voters, toattend on that day and taketheir seats accordingly : provided,
nevertheless, that for the first year, the said returned copies shall be ex-
amined by the president and five of the council of the former constitution
of government: and the said president shall, in like manner, issue his
summons to the persons so elected, that they may take their seats as
aforesaid.

4. The senate shall be the final judge of the elections, returns, and
qualifications of their own members, as pointed out in the constitution ;
and shall, on the said last Wednesday in May, annually, determine and
declare who are elected by each district, to be senators, by a majority of
votes : and in case there shall not appear to be the full number of sena-
tors returned, elected by a majority of votes for any district, the deficiency
shall be supplied in the following manner, viz: The members of the
house of representatives, and such senators as shall be declared elected,
shall take the names of such persons as shall be found to have the high-
est number of votes in such district, and not elected, amounting to twice
the number of senators wanting, if there be so many voted for; and out
of these shall elect, by ballot, a number of senators sufficient to fill up the
vacancies in such district ; and in this manner all such vacancies shall be
filled in every district of the commonwealth: and, in like manner, all
vacancies in the senate, arising by death, removal out of the state, or
otherwise, shall be supplied as soon as may be after such vacancies shall
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5. Provided, nevertheless, that no person shall be capable of being
elected as a senator, whoisnot seized in his own right of a freehold with-
in this commonwealth of the value of three hundred pounds at least, or

ssed of personal estate to the value of six hundred pounds at least,
or of both to the amount of the same sum ; and who has not been an in-
habitant of this wealth for the space of five years immediately
preceding his election ; and at the time of his election he shall be an in
haubitant in the district for which he shall be chosen.




