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their consent. And whenever the public exigencies require that ‘the
property of any individual should be appropriated to public uses, he shall
receive a reasonable compensation therefor,

11. Every subject of the commonwealth ought to find a certain
remedy, by having recourse to the laws, for all injuries or wrongs which
he may receive in his person, property, or character. He ought to ob-
tain right and justice freely, and without being obliged to purchase it—
completely, and without any denial—promptly, and without delay—
conformably to the laws.

12. Nosubjectshall be held to answer for any crime or offence, unti
the same is fully and plainly, substantially and formally, described to
him ; or be compelled toaccuse, or furnish evidence against himself, And
every subject shall have a right to produce all proofs that may be favour-
able to him ; to meet the witnesses against him, face to face, and be
fully heard in his defence by himself, or his counsel, at his election.
And nosubjectshall be arrested, imprisoned, or despoiled or deprived of
his property, immunities, or privileges, put out of the protection of the
law, exiled, or deprived of his life, liberty, or estate, but by the judgment
of his peers, or the law of the land.

And the legislature shall not make any law that shall subject any per-
son to a capital or infamous punishment excepting for the government
of the army and navy without trial by jury.

13. In criminal prosecutions, the verification of facts, in the vicinity
where they happen, is one of the greatest securities of the life, liberty,
and property of the citizen.

14. Bvery subject has a right to be sccure from all unreasonable
searches and seizures of his person, his house, his papers, and all his
possessions.  All warrants, therefore, are contrary to this right, if the
cause or foundation of them be not previously supported by oath or
affirmation ; and if the order in a warrant to a civil officer, to make
search in suspected places, or to arrest one or more suspected per-
s0ns, or to seize their property, be not accompanied with a special de-
signation of the persons, or objects of search, arrest, or seizure. And no
warrant ought to be issued but in such cases, and with the formalities
prescribed by the laws,

15. In all controversies concerning property, and in all suits between
two or more persons, except in cases in which it has heretofore been
otherwaysusedand praciised, the parties have a right to a trial by jury ;
and this method of procedure shall be held sacred,—unless, in causes
arising on the high seas, and such as relate to mariner’s wages, the
legislature shall hereafter find it necessary to alter it.

16. The liberty of the press is essential to the security of freedom in
a state; it ought not, therefore, to be restrained in this commonwealth.

17. The people have a right to keep and to bear arms for the com-
mon defence. And as, in time of peace, armies are dangerous to
liberty, they ought not to be maintained without the consent of the
legislature ; and the military power shall always be held in an exact
subordination to the civil authority, and be governed by it.

18. Afrequentrecurrence to the fundamental principles of the consti-
tution, and a constant adherence to those of piety, justice, moderation,
temperance, industry, and frugality, are absolutely necessary to pre-
serve the advantage of liberty, and tomaintain a free government, The-



