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We, therefore, the people of Massachusetts, acknowledging, with grate-
ful hearts, the goodness of the Great Legislator of the Universe, in af-
fording us, in the course of his Providence, an opportunity, deliberately
and peaceably, without fraud, violence, or surprise, of entering into an
original, explicit, and solemn compact with each other; and of forming
a new constitution of civil goverifment, for ourselves and posterity ; and
devoutly imploring his direction in so interesting a design, do agree upon,
ordain, and establish, the following declaration of rights and frame of

government, as the constitution of the alth of M. husetts
PART I
A Declaration of Rights of the Inhabitants of the C lth of
Massachusetts.

Article 1. All men are born free and equal, and have certain natural,
essential, and unalienable rights: among which may be reckoned the
right of enjoying and defending their lives and liberties ; that of ac-
quiring, possessing, and protecting property ; in fine, that of seeking and
ohtaining their safety and happiness.

2. It is the right, as well as the duty, of all men in society, publicly,
and at stated seasons, to worship the Supreme Being, the Great Creator
and Preserver of the Universe. And no subject shall be hurt, molested,
or restrained in his person, liberty, or estate, for worshipping God in the
manner and season most agreeable to the dictates of his own con-
science ; or for his religious profession or sentiments ; provided he doth
not disturb the public peace, or obstruct others in their religious worship

3. As the happiness of a people, and the good order and preservation
of civil government, essentially depend upon piety, religion, and mo-
rality ; and as these cannot be generally diffused through acommunity,
but by the institution of the public worship of God, and of public in-
structions in piety, religion, and*morality ; therefore, to promote their
happiness, and to secure the good order and preservation of their govern-
ment, the people of this commonwealth have a right to invest their legis-
lature with power to authorize and require, and the legislature shall
from time to time, authorize and require, the several towns, parishes,
precincts, and other bodies politic, or religious societies, to make suitable
provision, at their own expense, for the institution of the public worship
of God, and for the support and maintenance of public protestant teach-
ers of piety, religion, and morality, in all cases where such Pprovision
chall not be made voluntarily,

And the people of this commonwealth have also a right to, and do,
invest their legislature with authority to enjoin upon all the subjects
an attendance upon the instructions of the public teachers, aforesaid,
at stated times and seasons, if there be any on whose instructions
they can conscientiously and conveniently attend 1—

Provided, notwithstanding, that the several towns, parishes, pre-
cincts, and other bodies politic, or religious societies, shall, at all
times, have the exclusive right of electing their public teachers, and
of contracting with them for their support and maintenance.

And all moneys paid by the subject to the support of public worship, -
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