186 CONSTITUTION OF

§ 4. Treason against the state shall consist only in levying war against
it, or adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person
sball be convicted of treason, unless on the testimony of two witnesses to
the same overt act, or on confession in open court. No conviction of
treason or attainder shall work corruption of blood or forfeiture.

ARTICLE 10.
General Provisions.

§ 1. Members of the general assembly, and all officers, executive, and
Judicial, shall, before they enter on the duties of their respective offices,
take the following oath or affirmation, to wit:

You do solemnly swear, (or affirm, as the case may be,) that you will
support the constitution of the United States, and the constitution of the
state of Connecticut, so long as you continue a titizen thereof ; and that
you will faithfully discharge, according to law, the duties of the office of
to the best of your abilities. So help you God.

§ 2. Each town shall annually elect selectmen, and such officers of
local police, as the laws may prescribe.

§ 3. The rights and duties of all corporations shall remain as if this
constitution had not been adopted ; with the exception of such regula-
tions and restrictions as are contained in this constitution. All judicial
and civil officers now in office, who have been appointed by the general

bly, and commissioned according to law, and all such officers as
shall be appointed by the said bly, and commissioned as aforesaid,
before the first Wednesday of May next, shall continue to hold their
offices until the first day of June next, unlessthey shall, before that time,
resign or be removed from office according to law. The treasurer and
secretary shall continue in office until a treasurer and secretary shall be
appointed under this constitution. All military officers shall continue to
hold and exercise their respective offices, until they shall resign, or be
removed according to law. All laws not contrary to, or inconsistent with,
the provisions of this titution, shall in in force until they shall
expire by their own limitation, or shall be altered or repealed by the gene-
ral assembly, in pursuance of this constitution. The validity of all bonds,
debts, contracts, as well of individuals as of bodies corporate, or the state,
of all suits, actions, or rights of action, both in law and equity, shall con-
tinue as if no change had taken place. The governor, lieutenant-gover-
nor, and general assembly, which is to be formed in October next, shall
have, and possess, all the powers and authorities not repugnant to, or in-
consistent with, this constitution, which they now have and possess
until the first Wednesday of May next.

§ 4. No judge of the superior court, or of the supreme court of errors :
no member of congress ; no person holding any office under the authority
of the United States ; no person holding the office of treasurer, secretary,
or comptroller ; no sheriff or sheriff’s deputy ; shall be a member of the
general assembly.

ARTICLE 11,

Of Amendments of the Constitution.

‘Whenever a majority of the house of representatives shall deem it
necessary to alter or amend this itution, they may propose such al-




