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tion of this commonwealth, and ought not to be violated on any pre-
tence whatsoever,

¢48. In order that the freedom of this commonwealth may be pre-
served inviolate for ever, there shall be chosen by ballot, by the
freemen of this state, on the last Wednesdny in March, in the year onhe
thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, and on the last Wednesday
in March, in every seven years thereafter, thirteen persons, who shall
be choser in the same manner the couneil is chosen, except they shall
not be out of the council or general assembly, to be called the council
of censors: who shall meet together on the first Wednesday in June .

in every case, except as to calling a convention, in which two-thirds
of the whole number elected shall agree, and whose duty it shall be
togdnquire, whether the constitution has been preserved inviolate in
every part during the last septenary, including the year of their ser-
vice, and whether the legislative and executive branchesof government
have performed their duty as guardians of the people, or assumed to

poses they shall have power to send for persons, papers, and records:
they shall have authority to pass public censures, to order impeach-
ments, and to recommend to the legislature the repealing such laws as
shall appear to them to have been passed contrary to the principles of
the constitution: These Powers they shall continue to have for and

pears to them an absolut ity of ding any article of this
constitution which may be defective : explaining such as may be
thought not clearly expressed : and of adding such as are necessary
for the preservation of the rights and happiness of the people : but the

vention, for the previous ideration of the people, that they may
have an opportunity of instructing their delegates on the subject.
By order of Convention, July 9th, 1793,
THOMAS CHITTENDEN,; President.
Attest, LEwrs R. Mozris, Secretary.

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.
"ADOPTED JUNE 26, 1828,

Arricie 1. No person, who is not already a freeman of this state,
shall be entitled to exercise the privilege of a freeman, unless he be
a natural-born citizen of this, or some one of the United States, or
until he shall have been naturalized agreeably to the acts of con-
gress - .



