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general assembly ; and at the opening of the general assembly there
shall be a committee appointed out of the council and assembly, who,
after being duly sworn to the faithful discharge of their trust, shall pro-
ceed to receive, sort, and count the votes for the governor, and deciare
the person who has the major part of the votes to be governor for the
year ensuing. And if there be no choice made, then the council and
general assembly, by their joint ballot, shall make choice of a governor
The ki governor and tr shall be ch in the

ahove directed. And each freeman shall give in twelve votes, for
twelve counsellors, in the same manner, and the twelve highest”in no-
mination shall serve for the ing year as 1lors.

§11. The governor, and, in his absence, the lieutenant-governor, with
the council, a major part of whom, including the governor, or licutenant-
governor, shall be a quorum to transact business, shall have power to
commission all officers, and also to appoint officers, except where provi-
sion is, or shall be otherwise made by law, or this frame of government ;
and shall supply every vacancy in any office, occasioned by death, or
otherwise, until the office can be filled in the manner directed by law or
this constitution.

They are to correspond with other states, transact business with offi-
cers of government, civil and military, and to prepare such business as
may appear to them necessary to lay before the general assembly. They
shall sit as judges to hear and determine on impeachments, taking to
their assistance, for advice only, the judges of the supreme court. “And
shall have power to grant pardons, and remit fines, in all cases whatso-
ever, except in treason and murder ; in which they shall have power to
grant reprieves, but not to pardon until after the end of the next session
of the assembly ; and except in cases of impeachment, in which there
shall be no remission or mitigation of punishment, but by act of legisla-
tion.

They are also to take care that the laws be faithfully executed. Tley
are to expedite the execution of such measures as may be resolved upon
by the general assembly. And they may draw upon the treasury for
such sums as may be appropriated by the house of reprcscntuuus
They may also lay embargoes, or prohibit the exportation of any com-
modity, for any time not exceeding thirty days, in the recess of the house
only. They may grant such licenses as shall be dlrectzed by law : and

shall have power to call together the general y, when
before the day to which they shall stand adjourned. The governor shall
al and in-chief of the forces of the state, but

shall not command in person, except advised thereto by the council, and
then only so long as they shall approve thereof. And the lieutenant-
governor shall, by virtue of his office, be lieutenant- general of all the
forces of the state. The governor, or lieutenant-governor, and the coun-
cil, shall meet at the time and place with the general assembly ; the
lieutenant-governor shall, during the presence of the commander-in-
chief, vote and act as one of the council : and the governor, and, in his

b the lieut t-governor, shall, by virtue of their offices, preside
in council, and have a casting, but no other vote. Every member of the
council shall be a justice of the peace, for the whole state, by virtue of
his office. The governor and council shall have a secretary, and keep
fair books of their proceedings, wherein any counsellor may enter his




