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their respective counties, by virtue of their office, except in the trial of
such causes as may be appealed to the county court.

§ 5. A future legislature may, when they shall conceive the same tc
be expedient and necessary, erect a court of chancery, with such powers
us are usually exercised by that court, or as shall appear for the interest
of the commonwealth: Provided, they do not constitute themselves the
Jjudges of the said court.

§ 6. The legislative, executive, and judiciary departments shall be
separate and distinct, so that neither exercise the powers properly be-
longing to the other,

§ 7. In order that the freemen of this state might enjoy the benefit of
election, as equally as may be, each town within this state, that consists
or may consist of eighty taxable inhabitants within one septenary, or
seven years next after the establishing this constitution, may hold elec-
tions therein, and choose each two representatives ; and each other in-
habited town in this state may, in like manner, choose each one repre-
sentative to represent them in general assembly, during the said septen-
ary, or seven years; and after that, each inhabited town may, in like
manner, hold such election, and choose each one representative, for ever
thereafter.

§ 8. The house of representatives of the freemen'of this state shall
consist of persons most noted for wisdom and virtue, to be chosen by
ballot, by the freemen of every town in this state, respectively, on the
first Tuesday in September annually for ever,

§ 9. The representatives so chosen, 2 majority of whom shall consti-
tute a quorum for transacting any other business than raising a state
tax, for which two-thirds of the members elected shall be present, shall
meet on the second Thursday of the succeeding October, and shall be
styled The General Assembly of the State of Vermont : they shall have
power to choose their speaker, secretary of state, their clerk, and other
necessary officers of the house—sit on their own adjournments—prepare
bills, and enact them into laws—judge of the elections and qualifica-
tions of their own members : they may expel members, but not for
causes known to their own constituents antecedent to their own elec-
tions : they may administer oaths and affirmations in matters depending
before them, redress grievances, impeach state criminals, grant charters
of incorporation, constitute towns, boroughs, cities, and counties : they
may, annually, on their first session after their election, in conjunction
with the council, or oftener if need be, elect judges of the supreme and
several county and probate courts, sheriffs, and justices of the peace ;
and also with the council may elect major-generals and brigadier-gene-
rals, from time to time, as ofien as there shall be occasion ; -and they
shall have all other powers necessary for the legislature of a free and
sovereign state : but they shall have no power to add to, alter, abolish,
or infringe any part of this constitution.

§10. The supreme executive council of this state shall censist of a
governor, lieutenant-governor, and twelve persons, chosen in the follow-
ing manner, viz. The freemen of each town shall, on the day of the
election, for choosing representatives to attend the general assembly,
bring in their votes for governor, with his name fairly written, to the
constable, who shall seal them up; and write on them, vaotes for the
governor, and deliver them to the representatives chosen to attend the



