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.John Lee Carroll had x:ecvived the highest number .of wites

at the election held for Governir, on November 2d, 1875, he
was therenpon dec ared to be elected (Foveruor of this State,
and afterwards qualifi-d as Governor, in the manner pre-
scribed by the Constitution, on the day appointed by that
instrument,. o

Your Cormmittee would not advert to these circumstances,
except for the fact that the letter of Mr. Harr:s seems to sall
in question the rightfulness ot the cou-se which has beea
thuy pursued. Your t onmittee submits that the ¢renm.
stauces, thus stated, show a sinple ani absolute compliance,
by the Speaker and the two Housesof the (General Assembly,

- with the requirements of the Constitution. The progriety of
the action tuus takén cannot be controverted.

It way be ussumed to be a settled principle of American
Law that the right to assume the functions of an elective
offi e depends, in the tirst iustance, wholly and exclusively
upou the returis or cerrificates of election. Those persons
who have been duly returned, and declared elected . are always
counsidered to be rightfuily eutitled to their respective offices,
until their election 1s vestigated and set aside.

The H-:n. John Lee Carroll having bees declired elected,
and having duly qualified, it became the duy of yonr Com-
mittee to consider every memorial in opposition to that elec-
tion which was referred to it ; aud, in case such election wag
<contested, to proceed, ander the orders of this House, to tuke
testimony in relation to such contested election, :

With this purpose in view, and with the memorial of Mr.,
ilarris in its possession, your Committee notified Mr. Harris
to appear hefore it,

Your Committee understands, frow the letter of Mr. Har-
ris. that he declines to be considered as a claimant of the office
of Governor of this State, or so eontesting 'n his own person
the election of wir Carr.ll.  He invites your Committee aud
this Hou e only to consider tt e testimony taken iu the cases
of the contested elections of Members of the House of Dele-
gates from Baltimors city, and to take such order, or coutse,
thereafter as may be proper.

Your Comuiittee submits that evidence taken in a contest
between sitting members of the Houre ot Delegates, and
gentlemen contesting 1heir several rights to such saatg,
Is not testimony which can be considered by your Cong-
mittee, or by this Hou-~e, in determiniug the right of the pre-
8eut Governor to the office to which he has been declared to
have been elected.  The gentleman dedlired to have been
elected Goveruor, and Mr. Harris, are not ‘pattiosto.that con-
troversy. Buch testimeny, taken unader thie provisions of Ar-




