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tions of this Act, and shall be subject to the regula-
tions, provisions and limitations hereinafter set forth,
but no corporation or joint stock company shall be
vermitred to lease ov take up, or to acquire by assign-
ment or otherwise, any lands of the State for oyster
planting or cultivation.

“8ec. 2. And be it enacted, That all natural beds
or bars shall be excluded from the operation of this
Act, and no person shall be permitted ro plant or cul-
tivate oysters thereupon, or in any way toappropriate
the same to his own use. The term. natural bed or
bar, wherever the same may be used in this Aet, is in-
tended to apply to all land where oysters grow natur-
ally. in such guantities as to justify a person or
persons in resorting to it regularly for alivelihood.

“Nec. 3. And be it enacted, That this Act is not in-
tended ro apply toany lands owned by private persons,
the bounds of which extend into oy beneath the waters
of this Srate: neither is it intended to affect in any
manner the rights of any person who may have heve-
tofore planth oysters in accordance with any existing
law of Maryland. "This Act shall not be so construed
as to apply to any creek, cove or inlet, less than one
hundred yards in width at its mouth at low tide.

“Sec. 4. And be it enacted, That rhe Board of Shell
I'ish Commissioners of Maryland is hereby created.
There shall be three of said commissioners, one of whom
shall be a resident of the Eastern Shore, another. a
resident of one of the counties of the Western Shore,
and the third, a resident of Baltimore c¢ity. The term
of the members of said Board shall be two years. reck-
oning from the first Monday in May after they are
appointed. They shall be appointed by the Governor
of Maryland with the advice and consent of the Senate
if in session and without said advice and consent if not
in session. Theactsand dutics to be done and perform-
ed by said commissichers under this Act may be done
and performed by two of said commissioners, and in all
cases the decision of a majority of said commissioners
shall be binding. One of said commissioners, shall be
designated by the Governor as the { Chief Commisstoner
and his salary shall be %2,500 a year: The salary of



