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the law are met, and the election is legal. The law
provides its own means of conducting elections, and
the State does not impose upon the voter the respon
sibibility of judging of its %uﬂicicncy It it did, the
voter, with every security and safeguard of the law
secured to him, might be dmimnclubed by dishonest
or incompetent officers of electibn. Such provisions
for the machinery of elections are dirvectory. espe-
clally in the absence of fraud ov injury. (Paine on
Klections, sections 8372-5573, and Note.)

It is again objected that the officers appoinred were
not properly qualified because the oath prescribed by
law was not administered in folidim werbis. 1n
“‘Paine on Klections,”” at section 373, the following
Jangua e appears: “If the right to vote were muade
to de}wnd upon the due administration of the cath to
the ofticers of election, the clector would ba held
responsibie for that for whieh public policy <L>
require him o be held responsible, and
would be Hable to forfeiture 11110 gh H.e caveless
or fraud of other men in matters in which 1* ned
is not uncommon and carelessness is almost univoersal,
A rule providing that a failure to take the oath
should invalidate a fair election, instead of tending
to secure the rights of the people would tend
to place their rights at the mercy of corrupt o wire-
less men ; instead of preserving the purity of (he bul-
lot, and subservi ing the interests of *hv fumt body of
lawful voters, it would often insure siccess to enn-
ning schemers of unsernpuious pnrtimns The au-
thorities are almost without e\((mptmn in favor o* the
doctrine that neither the omission of the nath of offi-
cers of election, nor any other less material variance
from directory requirements of the Statute, will war-
rant the rejection of a vote of a preecinct.”’

This is conclusive on this quesion.

The first question therefore mustbe answered in the
affirmative.  The election washeld by judges properly
appointed uncer section 45, of Article 33. They were
officers de jure as well as de facfo, were quilified by
an oath, and in the absence of fraud or injury would
have been qualified without an oath. (Paine on Elec-
tions, section 873.)




