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Some difference of oplmon existed upon the subject,
but as far as 1 czuld ascer‘ain this was rather a doubt
as to the constltutlonahty of the bill than a decided
.,conviction against it.

I have more than once had occasion to examine the
.question, and it seems to me to bée quite clear that the
language of sections 24 and 31, of Article 4, by neces-
sary and irresistible zmplzcatwn permits’ lhe Legisla-
ture to increase the salaries of the Judges. The plam
rule of interpretation is that effect must be givén to

-all the words used. In two plaoes it is’ expreﬁsly
prowded that the salaries shall not be’ diminishéd.
And in section 81, of Article 4, in which'this language
is used, it is expressly declared in regard to ‘the sum
which the the Mayor and City C‘ouncﬂ of ‘Baltimore
are authorized to vote to the Judges of the Supréme
‘Bench of Baltimore city, that when once voted it shall
not be inéreased or diminished.
~ The who'e s1gn1ﬁcance of ‘this careful ' restriction is
‘lost.if the plain prohibition agamst the diminishing
of the salaries of the .J udges is 1nterpreted to - 1nclude
also a prohibition agalnst increasing them.

. The deliberate use in two places of thé Word deny-
1ng to the Leglslature the power to diminisk théir
salaries, and in the same section a prohlbltlon against
both decrease and inicrease or the sum* that" mlght be

voted by the Mayor and Clty Council of Baltimore,

“can only be accounted for by the ‘conclusion that the

. framers of the C‘ons‘tltutmn inténded that the Legisla-

“ture should Be left frée to'increase but should not, have
‘the power to diménish their salaries.

Section 35, of Artlcle 8, strengthens this “view, for
there the lan uage-is as follows: “Nor shall the salary
or-¢ompensafion ‘6f any public officer be increased or

@iminished. DURING HIS TERM OF OFFICE. » :

The usé 6f this: languagd ‘hiere in this general elanse
and the studied omission of :the prohibition of an in-
creage of the salanes of the J udges in the Special
claiises’ relatmg t0'them; demonstrates that #8 t6 them

“the power of 'the" Legisluthre: was to'bé gredter-than
’tha‘t ﬁae’sééd by ‘tHém Pr FelHtion to'other Stateoficers,

By 1o other ihﬁéi*bféﬁﬁmo*q ahthe Mnguge ‘of the

whote” thath Iﬁent“ be' Ha rﬁmniﬁéd “&nd" of cou‘i'se‘i



