578 JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS [Mar. 8,

upon the power to dzmzmsk those silaries, the refer-
.ence to an increase of those salariés being carefully
omitted.

Add,ltmnal force would be’ added to this view of the
,matter by reference to the provisions of prevmus Con-
s’mtutmns of. th;s State on that subject, in which the
same careful omission of the power to decrease sala-
ries is to be found But the evidence of the’ mtentlon
of, the Oonqtltutlon to be found upon its faceis, in my
opinjon, sufficient to show that it was not des1gned to
prghl it the Leg1slabure from éncreasing the salary of
judges.

‘By, this construction of section 24, 9f Article 4, We

avoid any contlict between it and Artwle 3, sectmn 39,
and, consequently the latter ought not to be construed :
as applicable to thesalary of Judges.

Taking, therefore, all the provisions which have any
bearing upon this subject, namely, Art. 3, sec: 853
(Art, 4, sec’ 24 ; Art. 4, sec. 31, and Art. 15 sec. 1, I
‘have no hesndt;on in saying that the well recogmzed

".rules of constraction require us to hold that so far as
‘the salaries of Judges are concerned, there is no’ rer
:striction’upon the power of the Leglslature to inerease
‘them-during the term of office of the'J udges, but only
iupon its power to diminish them.

1 regret that the short timie which T have had at my
- disposal to put'the r8sult of my examination of this

»question in. writing, prevents me from entermg; more
latgely . into - the discussion of it. I h,ave no doubt of
ithe correctness of the conolusion : as I have above
ﬁka:ted flt .
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nothing in it which denies the power to imcrease
them. -



