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shall not apply to pending cases nor in anywise affect the
present rights of litigants therein.
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4, In the trial of all indictments, complaints and other pro-
ceedings against persons charged with the commission of crimes
and offenses, and in all proceedings in the nature of criminal
proceedings in any court of this State, and before a justice of
the peace or other officer acting judicially, the person so charged
shall at his own request, but not otherwise, be deemed a com-
petent witness ; but the neglect or refusal of any such person
to testify shall not create any presumption against him. In
all criminal proceedings the husband or wife of the accused
party shall be competent to testify ; but in no case, civil or
criminal, shall any husband or wife be competent to disclose
any confidental communication made by the one to the other
during the marriage ; and in suits, actions, bills or other pro-



