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offered as a witness may have been previously convicted of any
crime or offence; but no person who has been convicted of the
crime of perjury shall be admitted to testify in any case
or proceeding whatever; and the parties litigant, and all persons
in whose behalf any suit, action or other proceeding may be
brought or defended, themselves, and their wives and husbands,
shall be competent and compellable to give evidence in the same
manner as other witnesses, except as hereinafter excepted.
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9. When an original party to a contract or cause of action is
.dead, or shown to be a lunatic or insane, or when an executor or
administrator is a party to the suit, action or other proceedings,
either party may be called as a witness by his opponent, but shall
not be admitted to testify on his own offer, or upon the call of his
co-plaintiff or co-defendant, otherwise than now by law allowed,
unless a nominal party merely, except in case where the party to
such suit, action or other proceeding has died, or become lunatic
.or insane, after having testified in his own behalf, then the oppo-
site party shall be a competent witness on his own behalf in
such case, notwithstanding the executor or administrator of such
deceased person, or committee of such lunatic or insane person
has become a party to such suit, action or other proceeding, bnt
shall only testify as to matters upon which such deceased, lunatic
or insane person was examined and testified to; provided, that
when an executor, administrator, guardian or committee of a
lunatic or insane person is a party to the suit, action or other pro-
ceeding, when the cause of action has arisen on & contract made



