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ConNsTITUTION—ART. IV.

and Frederick, the sixth; the counties of Prince George’s, Charles, Calvert,
and St. Mary’s, the seventh ; and Baltimore City, the eighth.

Skc 20 A court shall be held 1n each county of the State, to be styled the
Cireutt Court, for the county in which 1t may be held The sa1d Circuit Courts
shall have and exercise, 1n the respective counties, all the power, authonity,
and juisdiction, originul and appellate, which the present Circuit Couris of
this Stute now have and exercise, or which may hereafter be prescribed by law.

Sxc 21 For each of the said circuits (excepting the eighth), there shall be
a chief judge and two associate judges, to be styled judges of the Cireuit Court,
to be elected or appuinted, as herein provided And no two of smid nssociate
judges shall, at the timo of their election or appointment, or during the term
for which they have been elected or appointed, reside 1n the sume county. If
two or more persons shall be candidates for associate judge 1n the same county,
that one only 1n said county shall be declared elected who has the highest numn-
ber of votes 1n the circait. In caceany two candidates for associate judge, re-
siding in the same county, shall have an equal number of votes, greater than
any other candiduate for associate judge in the circuit, it shall be the duty of
the governor to order a new election for one associate judge; but the person
residing in any other county of the circuit, and who has the next highest num-
ber of votes, shall be declured elected. The said judges shall hold not less than
two terms of the Circuit Court 1n each of the counties composing their re-
spective circuits, at such times as are now or may hereafter be preseribed, to
which jurors shall be summoned; and 1n those counties where only two such
terms are held, two other and intermedinte terms, to which jurors shall not be
summoned. They may alter or fix the times for holding any or all terms until
otherwise prescribed, and shall adopt rules to the end that ull business not re-
quiring the interposition of & jury shall be, ns far as practicable, disposed of at
snid 1ntermediate terms  One judge, 1n ench of the above circuits, shall con-
stitute a quorum for the transaction of any business; and the suid judges, or
any of them, may hold special terms of their courts, whenever, in their dis-
cretton, the business of the several counties renders such terms necessary.

Src 22 Where any term is held, or trial conducted by less thun the whole
number of said circuit judges, upon the decision or determination of any point
or question by the court, 16 shall be competent to the party, against whom the
ruling or decision 18 made, upon motion, to have the point or question re-
served for the consideration of the three judges of the circuit, who shall con-
stitute a court 1n banc for such purpose; and the motion for such reservation
ghall be entered of record during the sitting at which such decision may be
made; and the several Circuit Courts shall regulate, by rules, the mode and
manner of presenting such points or questions to the court in banc; and the
decision of the suid court 1n bane shall be the effective decision in the premises,
and conclusive, ns against the party, at whose motion said points or questions
were reserved , but such decision 1n banc shall not preclude the right of appeal
or writ of error to the adverse party, 1n those cases, civil or criminal, 1n which
appeal or writ of error to the Court of Appeals may be allowed by law  The
right of having questions reserved shall not, however, upply to trials of ap-
peals from judgments of justices of the peace, nor to criminal cases below the
grade of felony, except when the punishment 1s confinement in the peniten-
tiary , and this section shall be subject to such provisions as may hereafter be
made by law

SEc. 23 The judges of the respective Circuit Courts of this State, and of the
courts of Baltimore city, shall render their decisions, 1n all cases argued before
them, or submitted for their judgment, within two months after the same shall
have been so argued or submitted

Skc 24 The salary of each chief judge, and of the judge of the Court of
Appenls from the city of Baltimore, shull be three thousand five hundred dol-



