1785, LAWS or MARYLAND

c "{_uﬁ P. IV. and be it enafted, That the property within Baltimore-town and
Property tobe 1tS precinéts, {hall be valued and returned diftin& from Baltimore county,
valued fepa- and that commiffioners of the tax fhall be appointed for faid town and its

rate from . .
couniy, &, precinéts, feparate from faid county.

]

Commiffion- V. dno be it enatted, That the commiffioners of the tax of the feveral

iﬁi‘g’iﬁiﬁii‘" counties be authorifcd to afcertain the quantity cf land in their refpe@ive

of land, &. counties, and for that purpofe to appoint one or more perfons to take an
accurate account of all the land in their county, with any buildings there-
on, with power to the perfon or perfons {o appointed to call on the own-
ers, pofleflors or claimants, of any land in their county, to difcover and
afcertain the quantity thereof, on cath or athrmation, as the cale may be,
according to the beft of their knowledge and belief; and that the faid
commiflioners be al{o authorifed to call on the clerks of their counties, or
any other perfon or perfons having poffeflion of any certificates, returns,
or lifts of aflcfiment, heretofore made or taken, to deliver the fame to
them; and the faid commiflioners are alfo empowered to call on the
clerks of their counties, to deliver them a lift of alienations from the
firft day of January in the year feventeen hundred and eighty-three, to
the firft meeting of the faid commiihoners ; and the {aid commifiioners,
after having afcertained the whole quantity or number of acres of land in
their county, chargeable by law with the public afleffment, are authorifed
and directed to calculate the amount of the whole quantity of land in
their county, at the average value by the acre as afcertained by this a&l 5
and the faid commiffioners thall carefully and diligently examine the for-
mer valuations of lands in their counties, and after inquiry from any for-
mer afleflors, or others, (or view of the land by fome one of them, if they
thall adjudge it neceflary, or fhall be required by the owner or poffzfior,)
they fhall eftimate each tra or parcel of land, with any buildings there-
on, as owned or claimed, at its prefcnt actual worth in ready current mo-
ney, regarding all circumftances and advantages of the land, from fituati-
on or convenience to market, and taking particular care that all land in
their county of equal quality and advantages of fituation be eftimated by
them at the fame price; and the faid commiffioners (hall then arrange the
feveral tra@s or parcels of land in their county into clafles, according to
the price at which they have valued each trat or parcel of land afurefaid.
And the commififioners of the feveral counties (except Baltimore county)
fhall then dedu& the value of property in the towns in their county from
the amount of the land in their county, and fhall afterwards apportion
the fum which remains of the amount of the lands, after fuch deduétion,
upon the feveral traéts or parcels of land in their county, as held, poflef-
ted or claimed, in fuch manner that the whole lands in their county, in
juft proportion according to their relative value, make the {um which re~
mains, of the amount of the whole lands in their county, after the deduc~
tion aforefaid, and no more; and the commiffioners of Baltimore county
thall do the fame, excluding Bakimore-town and its precinéts, in faid
county, from their calculation and apportionment.

Pefonsap- VI, And be it enadted, That the perfons appointed by the commiffion-
turnlosin _ €rs aforefaid to afcertain the quantities of land in the refpetive counties,
towns, &¢. except for Beltimore eounty, fhall afcertain and make a return of the lots
and houfes in the towns within the county, and by whom held, poffeficd
or claimed, and the rents of fuch lots and houfes, and by whom paid; and
the perfons appointed as aforefaid fhall have power and authority to admini-
fier an oath, or affirmation, as the cafe may be, to the poffeffor or holder
of fuch lots and houfes, to dilcover what rent is paid for the fame, and
fhall return an account thereof to the commiffioners ; and the commiffi-
oners of Baltimore-town fhall appoint a fit and proper perfon to afcertain

and return all rents, lots, and parcels of ground of all kinds, and houfes,

buildings



