1701, LAWS of MARYLAND.

CHAP purchafcs and leafes refpetively, without impeachment, and againft any contrary

XLV. title now exifting ; but if any perfon hath made a conveyance, or fhall make a

conveyance or leafe, of any lands within the limits of the faid city, not having

right and title to do fo, the perfon who might be entitled to recover the land

under a contrary title now exifting, may, cither by way of eje@ment againft the

tenant, or in an aCion for money had and received for his ufe againft the

bargainor or leffor, his heirs, executors, adminiftrators or devifees, as the cafe

may require, recover all money recéived by him for the fquares, picces or parcels,

appropriated for the ufe of the United States, as well as for lots or parcels fold,

and rents received, by the perfon not having title as aforefaid, with intereft from

the time of the receipt ; and, on fuch recovery in ejetment, where the land is

in leafe, the tenant fhall thereafter hold under, and pay the rent referved to, the

perfon making title to and recovering the land ; but the pofleflion, boné pde ac-
quired, in none of the faid cafes fhall be changed.

Porcigners VI. And be it enalten, That any foreigner may, by deed or will hereafter to
ﬁ:ﬁlhidc be made, take and hold lands within that part of the faid territory which lies
* ™" within this ftate, in the fame manner as if he was a citizen of this ftate, and the
fame lands may be conveyed by him, and tranfmitted to, and be inherited by, his
heirs or relations, as if he and they were citizens of this ftate; provided, that
no foreigner fhall, in virtue hereof, be entitled to any further or other privilege

of a citizen.

Commifion.  VII. gnd be it enafed, That the faid commiflioners, or any two of them,
o PEYIM may appoint a clerk for recording deeds of lands within the fuid territory, who
7 fhall provide a proper book for the purpofe, and therein record, in a ftrong legible
hand, all deeds, duly acknowledged, of lands in the faid territory, delivered to
him to be recorded, and in the fame book make due entries of all divifions and
allotments of lands and lots made by the commifiioners in purfuance of this act,
and certificates granted by them of fales, and the purchafe money having been
paid, with a proper alphabet in the fame book of the deedsand extries aforefaid,
and the fame book fhall carefully preferve, and deliver over to the commiffioners
aforefaid, or their fuccefiors, or fuch perfon or perfons as congrefs thall hereafter ap-
point ; which clerk fhall continue fuch during good behaviour, and f{hall be re-
movable onlv on conviftion of mifbehaviour in a court of law ; but before he aés
as fuch, he fhall take an oath, or affirmation, well and truly to execute his office;
and he fhall be entitled to the fame fees as are or may be allowed to the clerks of
the county courts for fearches, copying and recording.

Acknow- VIII. Anb be it enaficd, That acknowledgments of deeds made before a

g‘ifi‘;"::'::f perfon in the manner and certified as the laws of this ftate dire@®, or made

efie@nal, &c. before, and certified by, either of the commiffioners, thall be effeGtual; and that
no deed hereafter to be made of or for lands within that part of the faid territory
which lies within this ftate, fhall operate as a legal conveyance, nor fhill any
leafe for more than feven years be effeCtual, unlefs the deed fhall have been
acknowledged as aforefaid, and delivered to the faid clerk to be recorded within
fix calendar months from the date thereof. '

Entry to be IX. anp be it enatted, That the commiffioners aforefaid, or fome two of
‘3;:{;‘:2:_“"7 them, fhall dire& an entry to be made in the faid record book of every allotment

and affignment to the refpective proprietors in purfuance of this act.

X. anp, for the encouragement of mafter builders to undertake the building

and finithing houfes within the faid city, by fecuring to them a juft and effeGtual
Underteker o remedy for their advances and earnings, g it enaited, That for all fums due and
i‘;"fh: ;;:: owing, on written contralts, for the building any houfe in the faid city, or the
perty, &c.  brick work, or carpenters or joiners work thereon, the undertaker, or workmen,
employed by the perfon for whofe ufe the houfe thall be built, fhall have a lien

on the houfe and the ground on which the fame is erected, as well as ‘or the

materials found by him; provided the faid written contract fhall have beea

acknowledged before one of the commiffioners, a juftice of the peace, or an
aldermas




