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LAWS of MARYLAND.

CHAP. ence to the inhabitants of faid county refiding near the fame, and that the prefent
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fituation of the dam renders his faid mill infecure ; and prayed that an a& ma
afs authorifing him to eret a mill-dam in a more eligible fituation, and where
the public highway now paffes through his land, and that a new road may be
Taid out in the place of the one to be ftopped up by erecting the faid mill-dam,
at the expence of him the faid John Wilfon ; and the faid petition appearing to
this general affembly to be reafonable, and that the fame will be of public utility,

I1. B¢ it enafied, by the General Affembly of Maryland, That the faid John
Wilfon, his heirs or afiigns, fhall be and hereby are authorifed and empowered to
ftop up the public road leading through the land of the faid John Wilfon, by
his faid mill, and to enclofe the fame and ere&t a mill-dam, or any other im-
provement, upon the fame, which will moft effectually fecure the faid mill from
the weight of water and frefhes.

I11. @nd be it enafted, That Meflieurs Nathanicl Comegys, Mofes Brifcoe,
John Brooks, William Thomas and Oliver Smith, fhall be, and they, or any
three of them, hereby are appointed commiffioners to lay out and open a public
road by the mill of the faid John Wilfon, in fuch dire¢tion as they fhall judge
beft, in the place and ftead of the road to be ftopped up by the faid John Wilfon
2s aforefaid ; and the faid road, when fo laid out and cpened, and the valuation
herein after direced to be made, fhall have taken place, and the damages affefled
paid, or fecured to be paid, to the perfons concerned, thall be returned to, and re-
corded in, Kent county court, and thall, for ever thereafter, be deemed and taken
to be a public road.

IV. gno be it enaften, That the faid commiffioners, or any three of them,
fhall affefs and value what damages fhall be fuftained by any perfon or perfons
through whofe land the faid road fhall pafs, which thall be paid, or fecured to
be paid, to the individuals cencerned, before the fatd commifiioners fhall proceed
to open the faid road ; but in cafe any perfon or perfons interefted as aforefaid, or
his, her, or their guardian or truftee, fhall conceive themfelves aggrieved by fuch
valuation of the faid commiffioners, it thall and may be lawful for any magiftrate
of Kent county, upon application, to iffue his warrant to any conftable of the
county, to fummon nine frecholders, difinterefted as to the matter in difpute, to
appear, on a day to be by him appointed, on the premiles ; and after having made
oath, or «ffirmation, that he will honettly, faithfully, and without favour, affe¢tion,
prejudice or partiality, affefs and value the damages fuftained by any perfon or

perfons through whofe land the faid road fhall be opened, fhall thereupon proceed
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to aflefls and value the damages accordingly, which valuation fhall be final and
conclufive ; and the damages fo aflefled fhall be paid, or fecured to be paid, to the
individuals concerned, before the faid commiffioners fhall open the faid road. '

V. dnb be it enafted, That each of the faid commiffioners fhall be entitled to
receive the fum of feven fhillings and fix-pence, from the faid John Wilfon, for
every day they fhall be employed in virtue of this act.

VI. dnd be it enafted, That the faid commiffioners fhall not lay out or open

the faid road through the houfes, gardens or orchards, of any perfon or perfons,
without the confent of the owners thereof.

C H A P XXIV.
An ACT to improve and repair the ftreets in Elizabeth-town, in
Wathington county, and for other purpofes therein mentioned.

"HEREAS the inhabitants of Elizabeth-town, in Wathington county,
by their petition to this prefent general affembly, have fet forth, that

: the ftreets in faid town are frequently in a bad condition, and at
times rendered almoft impaffable, by means of many of the inhabitants of faid
town raifing the ground before their own houfes, and thereby turning the water,

with a view to their private conveniencé only; and- the ground and houfes of fome

have




