1785, LAWS or MARYLAND

C H A P. XLVL

rafed Mach An A C T direéing what fhall be gocd evidence to prove fo-
reign and other debts, and deeds and wills, and inftruments
of writing executed in any of the United States, or in any
foreign country, tor allowing difcounts, and for repealing
an act of affembly therein mentioned.

Exemplifica. E it enatted, &y the General Affembly of Maryland, That an exem-
phfication of the record under the hand of the keeper of the fame,
and the {eal of the court or office where fuch record may be made,

fhall be good and fufficient evidence in any court of this ftate to prove

any debt of record made or entered in any other of the United States, or
in any toreign country whatever.

good evi.
dence, &c.

what all be  JI, gnd be it enafted, That a copy of the record or regifter of any
f.f“;‘::vv;dem deed, will, or other inftrument of writing, which the laws of the ftate or
deeds, &c.  country where the fame may be executed require to be recorded or regif-
tered, and which have been or fhall be recorded or regiftered agreeably to
fuch laws, under the hand of the keeper of fuch record or regifter, and
the feal of the court or office in which fuch record or regifter has been or
may be made, or a copy of any deed, will, or other inftrument of writing
lodged for fafe keeping in any office or court, agreeably to the laws of the
ftate or country as aforefaid, and certified as aforefaid, fhall be gocd and
fufficient evidence in any court of this ftate to prove fuch deed, will, or

inftrument of writing.

E’:&%‘Z“' ITI. Qnb-be it enafted, That where any deed, will, bond, bill, note, or
good evidence Other inftrument of writing, hath been or fhall be executed in any other of
cales, %o, the United States, or in any foreign country, and to give validity to which
recording or regiftering is not or fhall not be made neceflary, proof to the
execution of fuch deed, will, bond, bill, note, or other inftrument of wri-
ting, by the oath or affirmation, as the cafe may be, of the fubfcribing
witneffes to the fame, or any of them, taken before any court, judge, .or
juftice, or other officer of the ftate or country where fuch deed, will,
bond, bill, note or inftrument, hath been or may be executed, hav-
ing authority by law to adminifter an oath or affirmation, as the cafc may
be, and a certificate under feal from the governor, chief magiftrate, or a
notary public of fuch ftate or country, that the court or officer before
whom fuch oath or affirmation, as the cafe may be, fhall be taken, hath
authority to adminifter fuch oath or affirmation, as the cafe may be, and
that fuch ocath or affirmation as aforefaid hath been duly made before
fuch court, judge, juftice, or other ofhcer, fhall be good and f{ufficient evi-
dence in any court of this ftate to prove any fuch deed, will, bond, bill,
note, or other inftrument ; and if all the witnefles to any deed, will, bond,
bill, note, or other inftrument of writing aforefaid, have died or fhall die
before the execution of fuch deed, will, bend, bill, note, or other inftru-
ment of writing, be proved as aforefaid, then proof, by a credible witnefs,
to the hand writing of the party making fuch deed, will, bond, bill, note,
or other inftrument of writing, or to the hand writing of the fubfcribing
witneflcs to the fame, or of any of them, taken and certified as aforefaid,
thall be good evidence for the purpofe aforefaid. Provided always, that
in cafe any fuit fhall be brought in any court of this ftate, upon any fuch
inftrumeant of writing, proved as aforefaid, to recover any fum of money,
or other valuable thing fpecificd therein to be due, the party bringing fuch
fuit, fhall, at or before the firft imparlance court, make oath or affirma-
tion, as the cafe may be, before fome judge or juftice of this ftate, or be-
fore fome court, judge, juftice, or officer of the ftate or country where
fuch inftrument in writing hath been or {hall be executed, having autho~
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